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Minneapolis Rioters
Protest Death of George Floyd

A Statement
From Gov.
Edwards on
The Death of
George Floyd:

Governor of the State of Louisiana
John Bel Edwards

"Although I never knew
George Floyd, I will never forget
him or the fact that his death was
both terribly wrong and completely
and easily avoidable. No one who
sees the video of his death can deny
this, which is why it is important for
all of us, regardless of the color of
our skin, or ethnicity, to speak out
against this great injustice. For too
long, we have failed to fully address
the lasting and insidious impacts
that racism and racial inequality
have had on our society. No one
should fear violence or mistreatment
because of the color of their skin. I
share the outrage and my heart hurts
along with everyone impacted by
what is happening, but especially
our African American brothers and
sisters who throughout this difficult
and heartbreaking week have had to
again call into question their hope
for justice and equality. Unfortu-
nately, this hits home for Louisi-
ana and many other communities
across the country. As Dr. Martin
Luther King has taught us, injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice ev-
erywhere. Creating a better world
for our children and grandchildren
begins with each of us reflecting
on the biases we hold, sometimes
unconsciously, and how we can treat
each other better. Hope deferred

See EDWARDS, on page 3

Screenshot of Facebook live incident capturing a
Minneapolis police officer with his knee on the neck
of George Floyd who is yelling he “"can't breathe."”

BY CHRIS JUHN

MINNEAPOLIS —Pro-
tests turned violent on Tues-
day as anti-police activists
smashed windows and vandal-
ized police cars in response to
the death of an African Ameri-
can man at the hands of four
law enforcement officers.

George Floyd died Mon-
day after his arrest outside Cup
Foods, a Minneapolis restau-
rant that reported a customer
who paid for a meal with a
counterfeit $20 bill. Widely
circulated videos of the inci-
dent show a handcuffed Floyd
on the ground with a white
officer’s knee on the back of
his neck, his pleas for help
ignored.

“I can’t breathe,” Floyd
told the officer. The 46-year-
old man died later at the Hen-
nepin County Medical Center.

Thousands of protesters
descended on a police precinct
aday later. Some spray-painted
patrol cars, slashed tires and
broke windows.

Police responded with
tear gas canisters after the
crowd broke through the gate
that protected more vehicles.
The standoff lasted until 5:00
a.m., with demonstrators hurl-
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Masked vandals smashed windows, slashed police car tires and threw bricks in a standoff
that lasted until 5:00 a.m. The Minneapolis Police Department fired four police officers who
arrested Floyd. The 46-year-old died after an officer pinned him down by the neck with one knee.
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During a protest over the police killing of George Floyd, protesters gather in the back of the precinct where
some of the protesters picked up rocks and medal objects to smash the windows of a squad car in the back
on May 26, 2020. (Chris Juhn/Zenger)

This officer failed in the most
basic human sense,” Minne-
apolis Mayor Jacob Frey said
in a press conference.

“Four responding MPD

Minneapolis Police Chief
Medaria Arradondo fired Of-
Protesters had walked ficer Derek Chauvin and three
more than 2 miles from Cup other officers who were pres-
Foods, organized by activists  ent.
who would later try to keep
the march peaceful.

ing bricks and other objects
at police.

“Being black in America
should not be a death sentence.

See RIOTERS, on page 2

Mayor Broome
Statement
About the Death
of George Floyd

Mayor-President
Sharon Weston Broome

“I’ve had many conversations
this week about the brutal death
of George Floyd.

I'mourn for George and grieve
with the family he left behind. This
tragedy has shaken the foundation
of communities and hearts across
America—including Baton Rouge.

Society is faced with an end-
less reiteration of appeals to hu-
manity for justice and restoration
of democratic principles.

Yet, we must never allow our-
selves to be indifferent to tragedies
like this. In solidarity we must find
our ability to bring change to this
world.”

-Mayor-President Sharon
Weston Broome

Department of
Revenue Waives
Penalties March,
April State For
Sales Tax Returns

AR >

BATON ROUGE - Due to

the ongoing COVID-19 public
health emergency, the Louisiana
Department of Revenue (LDR) is
waiving penalties for state sales
tax returns due in April and May.

The penalty relief applies to
state sales tax returns and remit-
tances due April 20, 2020 (for the
March tax period), and May 20,
2020 (for the April tax period).

See SALES TAX, on page 2

AKA SORORITY GELEBRATES 80 YEARS

Exactly 80 years ago this month seven women - Marcella Dumas Huggins, Estelle
Anderson Hall, Mary Cornelia Clay Pinkston Torian, Bertha Elva Harrell Sims,
Henri Etta Baranco, Jean Hamilton Walls, and Elsie Lewis Mackel, celebrated
the chartering of the first graduate chapter in Baton Rouge, LA....See Page 3

STATE & LOCAL RELIGION BUSINESS

EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH

US. BANK
OFFERS SUPPORT

Baton Rouge residents will celebrate
the return of its beloved destina-
tion for hot, fresh doughnuts and
premium coffee on Tuesday, May 26,
when Krispy Kreme opens a new
shop ...See Page 5

BILLBOARD TOP
TEN SMASH

Grammy-nominated gospel singer
Troy Sneed died last month due to
complications from the new coro-
navirus and now his widow, Emily,
is responding to the public's expres-
sions ..See Page 3

EBRP LIBRARY
T0 ENTER PHASE 2

The East Baton Rouge Parish Library
will move into Phase 2 of its phased
re-opening process starting Monday;
June 1...See Page 2

STATE & LOCAL NEWS

Send your news to the news depart-
ment at the Baton Rouge Weekly
Press by emailing it to: brweekly-

press@yahoo.com
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CLASSIFIED

Buying or selling a service, look-
ing for a good job? Check out the
classifieds .
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STATE & LOCAL

READER
INFORMATION

General Information. . . . . 225-775-2002
Email ..... brweeklypress@yahoo.com

The office is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday and located at 4910 Mon-
ticello Blvd. Baton Rouge, LA70814

Correction Pol

The Baton Rouge Weekly Press strives to be
fair and accurate. The newspaper corrects
any significant errors of fact brought o the
attention of the editor. If you think an
error has been made, call 225-775-2002

@he Weekly Hress

Newspaper is a published weekly in Baton
Rouge and distributed every Thursday with
a circulation of 7,500. Subscription rates
are $65.00 per year for Louisiana residents;
$72.00 for one year for out-of-state residents;
half price for six months subscription: and
$1.00 per single copy.

Allmoney orders or checks should be made
payable to The Baton Rouge Weekly Pres
4910 Montecello Blvd.

Baton Rouge, La. 70814

Phone: (225) 775-2002
E-Mail brweeklypress@yahoo.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday
9:00AM-5:00 PM
Closed Saturday, Sunda

Gov. Edwards Orders Flags at Half-Staff
in Honor of Trooper George Baker

BATON ROUGE — Gov.
John Bel Edwards ordered flags
to be flown at half-staff over the
State Capitol and all public build-
ings until sunset on Thursday,
May 28, 2020, as an expression
of respect for Louisiana State Po-
lice Trooper George Baker who
died from injuries sustained in
the line of duty. Trooper Baker
is survived by his wife Heather,
daughter Harper, his parents, sis-
ters, and extended family.

Trooper Baker served in the
United States Marine Corps for
eight years, deploying on a com-
bat tour in the Middle East, be-
fore serving with the Greensburg
Police Department, St. Helena
Parish Sheriff's Office and the

Gov. John Bel Edwards

Louisiana State Police.

"As a United States Marine,
Greensburg Police Officer, St.
Helena Parish Sheriff's Deputy
and Louisiana State Police Of-
ficer, Trooper Baker dedicated
his life to serving and protect-
ing others. Even after his pass-
ing, Trooper Baker continued to
help those in need by donating
his organs," Gov. Edwards said.
"He lived the Louisiana State Po-
lice values of courtesy, loyalty,
and service every day, and his
integrity and bravery will long
be remembered. I ask the people
of Louisiana to continue to lift
up Trooper Baker, his family,
friends, and colleagues in prayer
as we all mourn this great loss."

Graves Announces Major Gomite Diversion
Canal Construction Project

WASHINGTON, DC -U.S.
Congressman Garret Graves
(South Louisiana) announced
today that The Corps of En-
gineers has awarded the first
Comite Diversion Canal con-
struction contract in 15 years.
The $55,050,170 contract will
include the construction of two
new bridges, US 61 bridge and
Kansas City Southern railroad
bridge, and excavation and con-
struction of the canal from US
61 to the Lilly Bayou Control
Structure.

“This is the moment resi-
dents of East Baton Rouge, Liv-
ingston and Ascension Parishes
have been waiting and paying for
decades to happen. We are taking
our first major step toward the
completion of the Comite Diver-

sion project. Under the current
construction schedule, we will
have better flood protection by
the end of next year,” Graves
said.

During the Bipartisan Bud-
get Act of 2018 (BBA 2018),
Graves was serving as the chair-
man in charge of the Corps of En-
gineers at the time and was able
to break a decades-old logjam and
secure a record $1,400,000,000
($1.4 billion) on three key flood
control and hurricane protection
projects for South Louisiana.
Graves also secured $300 mil-
lion through the FEMA Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program and
$50 million in USDA funding
specifically for Livingston Parish
flood mitigation — made possible
due to a Graves’ amendment in
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BACK TO

BUSINESS

Baton Rouge is OPEN FOR BUSINESS! It’s a new day in
Baton Rouge, a new day in business and as a business
community we will show the world our resilience and
commitment to our community. Let’s do this together
and make Baton Rouge proud! Let’s shop. Dine out.
Celebrate the arts. Enjoy the outdoors. And BUY LOCAL.
A strong economy is important to the future and BR
needs our support now. Be safe, stay healthy—and keep
Baton Rouge moving forward.

Together, WE ARE BACK TO BUSINESS.

backtobusinessbr.com

the February 2018 federal fund-
ing bill.

"We've been able to secure
$3 billion in flood protection
funding since the 2016 flood.
The $1.4 billion is paying for
the 1980s protection on projects
like Comite that should have been
built decades ago. The $1.2 bil-
lion and other additional funds
are future protection, which will
allow the Capital Region to be
better prepared and more resilient
for the natural events we expect
to happen," Graves said.31,2021,
which is the target completion
date for the entire Comite River
Diversion Canal.

SALES TAX from page 1

State sales tax returns are due on
the 2oth day of the month following
the applicable tax period.

LDR will waive penalties for
state sales tax filers who submit
their March 2020 and April 2020
returns, and remit the sales tax
and any interest owed, by June 30,
2020. If a taxpayer cannot remit
the sales tax and interest by June
30, they will still be eligible for
penalty relief if they enter into a
payment installment agreement
by June 30.

RIOTERS from page 1

officers involved in the death
of George Floyd have been ter-
minated. This is the right call,”
Frey tweeted.

Nekima Levy-Armstrong, a
community organizer, first called
for a protest on Facebook.

“Friends, Please wear your
masks and join us if you can in
demanding justice for the Black
man who was unjustly killed by
Minneapolis Police yesterday in
broad daylight,” she wrote.

“We can’t escape police vio-
lence even in a global pandemic.

EBRP Library To Enter Phase 2
of Re-Opening Plan June 1

The East Baton Rouge Par-
ish Library will move into Phase
2 of its phased re-opening pro-
cess starting Monday, June 1.
“Although we were pleased to
offer digital services over the past
weeks, and then to expand ac-
cess on May 20 with call ahead/
pickup services and more exten-
sive phone and online reference
help, we are now ready to increase
access by opening significant por-
tions of the public service spaces
in our buildings. We have success-
fully completed our first phase
of preparations, which included
reconfiguring furnishings, estab-
lishing appropriate social distanc-
ing provisions, and accepting and
quarantining a large influx of re-
turned library items. We also have
secured sufficient special supplies
and materials to help maintain
an elevated level of preventive
intervention. As the details of this
phase of our reopening explain
below, there are some changes
and new procedures that will be
necessary with the use of library
public spaces. We appreciate that
this will require a certain level of
adjustment, but we hope that ev-
eryone can work with us to make
their library experience as safe
and rewarding as possible”, said
Library Director Spencer Watts.

In Phase 2 of the Library’s
Re-opening Plan, the following
services will be available to our
patrons:

» Libraries open doors to the
public to provide use of PCs, Wi-
Fi, and fresh checkouts of material

» Library locations will open
to the public from 9 a.m. until 8
p-m. Monday through Thursday;
9 a.m. through 6 p.m. Friday and
Saturday; and 2 p.m. through 6
p-m. on Sunday.

e The new River Center
Branch will open later in June;
its opening date has been pushed
back due to delays in furniture and
equipment installation.

e Telephone assistance is
available as usual at all 14 loca-
tions during these hours.

Asrequired by City-Parish,
all patrons entering Library
buildings must wear a face
mask or other personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE)

Because of the need to in-
crease distance between work-
stations, a reduced number of
Public PCs will be available on
a “reservations” basis:

¢ Please call the Reference
Desk at your desired location to
make a reservation

¢ Reservations for slots dur-
ing the first hour the Library is
opened may be placed the day
before

* Headphones will not be
available; please bring your own

* Keyboard and mice will be
cleaned after each use

¢ Public PCs will be available
until 15 minutes before closing

¢ Printing, copying and fax-
ing will be available

e Computers and Wi-Fi are
temporarily unavailable at the
Delmont Gardens Branch due
to connectivity issues

Wi-Fi will be available in-
side and outside from 8 a.m. until
8 p.m. at all 14 locations

Seating will be limited;
physical distance will be main-
tained between seating, tables and
computers

Protective Measures:

(b

EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH

LIBRARY

Acrylic sneeze guards will
be placed at service desks and
visual reminders related to social
distancing will be in use at each
location

Hand sanitizer will be avail-
able at each location

PPE will be in use by staff
at each location; masks are man-
datory

Expanded cleaning protocols
and an accelerated schedule for
disinfecting and deep cleaning at
each location

The Library collection will
be considered “Closed Stacks”
during this time period; this pro-
tective measure will help prevent
exposure to the virus

Patrons may call ahead to
locate materials, or reserve items
as usual.

Patrons who come in person
will need to request materials di-
rectly from Library staff. Library
staff will then search the shelves
for desired books or AV materials
and bring them directly to patrons
to minimize contact

Patrons will be able to check
out their materials via Self Check
Kiosks at all locations or receive
assistance at Circulation Services

Call Ahead/ Drive Through/
Pick Up Service will continue at
all locations, so that patrons who
want to minimize contact may
do so

Library materials may be
returned to any location; items that
are trapped to fulfill Reservations
will be quarantined for 72 hours
before becoming available to the
patron who is “on Hold”

‘We encourage reserving the
first hour of service for seniors and
those with compromised immune
systems; please consider arriving
at or after 10 a.m. if you are not
in that category

Children under the age of
12 must be accompanied by an
adult or care-taker

‘We will monitor occupancy
of the library and as necessary,
limit the number of patrons who
may be inside at any given time;
occupancy limits will need to be
strictly enforced

We will not accept money
other than through the usual online
credit card service

A detailed Phase Plan is
available digitally in the June
edition of the Library’s The
Source monthly newsletter at
https://www.ebrpl.com/Source/
Source202006.pdf.

If you would like to receive
promotional email correspon-
dence from the Library, send a
request to Assistant Library Di-
rector Mary Stein at mstein@
ebrpl.com.

To find information on the
coronavirus (COVID-19), visit
the InfoGuide at http://ebrpl.lib-
guides.com/coronavirus. More
about the Library and any of its
free programs, events and re-
sources can be found online at
www.ebrpl.com.

INJURED IN A CAR WRECK?
INJURED BY AN 18 WHEELER?
INJURED IN A MOTOR
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CALL THE MCMANUS LAW OFFICE AND GET ALL YOU DESERVE

Charles C. McManus

ATTORNEY AT LAW

8520 Scotland Ave, Suite C ¢ Baton Rouge, La. 70807
charlesmcmanus@mcmanuslawoffice.brcoxmail.com
www.charlesmcmanus.com ® Phone225-774-5771

If this
happens to
you call

ATTORNEY
MCcMANUS
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BREC Announces Registration for
Online and In-Person Summer Camps

BATON ROUGE, La. - This
summer BREC will offer a vari-
ety of activities, experiences and
camps to serve as many children
as possible while following state
and federal recommendations
to ensure the safety of campers
and camp staff. BREC will offer
virtual-only camps from June
1-5, and both in-person summer
camps and virtual experiences
from June 8-July 31.

Registration will open Fri-
day, May 22 at 9 a.m. for the
first week of virtual camp. For
weeks two through four, regis-
tration for virtual and in-person
camps will open Tuesday, May
26 at9 a.m. Available opportuni-
ties and registration details for
the month of July are expected
to be announced sometime in
June as additional information
becomes available from public
health officials. BREC will host
in-person camps and continue
virtual experiences throughout
the month of June. BREC’s vir-
tual camps will involve interac-
tive streaming experiences with
“Camp in a Bag” supplies that
participants can retrieve at six
different BREC park locations to
provide accessibility across the
parish. All of BREC camps are
inclusive and welcome children
of all abilities.

To meet the needs of our
parish, BREC’s recreation pro-
fessionals consulted with peers
across the nation, the CDC, state
health officials and the Ameri-
can Camp Association to make
informed, strategic decisions
to create camps that balance
safety while providing camp-
ers with fun, engaging experi-
ences. In accordance with those
recommendations, capacity will
be limited with a ratio of nine
children to one adult. BREC
staff will conduct temperature
checks, frequently sanitize sup-
plies and facilities, encourage
physical distancing, rotate camp
experiences among small groups
and wear masks while working
with children and their parents.

“As the local economy
continues to reopen, summer
camps and summer experiences
are more important than ever to
allow parents to get back to work,
and while the experience will be
different, this year BREC will
be even more accessible across

the parish with a combination
of online and in-person experi-
ences,” said BREC Superinten-
dent Corey Wilson. “We have
carefully considered every as-
pect of these experiences down
to the number of children that
will be allowed to sit at a table,
how to provide art experiences
without anyone sharing materi-
als, exciting guests who bring
new experiences to campers to
replace the traditional field trips
as well as the creation of online
experiences that are interactive
and challenging for all ages.
“Our top priority throughout
the process has been to ensure
the safety of the children and
our staff, and we are prepared to
adjust and adapt as necessary to
ensure everyone’s safety while
also providing enjoyable experi-
ences,” said Wilson.

Parents or guardians must
register online at webtrac.brec.
org for all online and in-person
locations this summer and may
register for more than one camp
or activity during a day. Each
offering will vary in duration.
Registration for individual camps
will close the Thursday prior to
the beginning of each session
or once a session is full. From
recreation and theatre to animals
and science, there is a camp for
children of all abilities and inter-
ests. Summer camp dates, times,
ages and fees vary per camp.

BREC will offer virtual
experiences through Indepen-
dence Park Theatre, Magnolia
Mound and Highland Road Park
Observatory through week one
and offer virtual experiences
through Community Recreation,
Conservation and BREC Art
throughout the summer.

BREC will also offer tra-
ditional camps in general recre-
ation at eight locations as well as
special interest summer camps at
the Bluebonnet Swamp Nature
Center, Farr Park Equestrian
Center, Highland Road Park Ob-
servatory and Magnolia Mound.
Due to a lack of outdoor class-
room space and recommenda-
tions for social distancing, the
Baton Rouge Zoo will not be able
to hold summer camp this year.

Local Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
Celebrates 80 Years of “Service to All Mankind”

ALPHA KAPPA

Exactly 80 years ago this
month seven women - Marcella
Dumas Huggins, Estelle Ander-
son Hall, Mary Cornelia Clay
Pinkston Torian, Bertha Elva
Harrell Sims, Henri Etta Ba-
ranco, Jean Hamilton Walls, and
Elsie Lewis Mackel, celebrated
the chartering of the first
graduate chapter in Baton
Rouge, LA. Thirty-two
years after the sorority
was founded, on May
28, 1940, the Gamma
Eta Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Incorporated® was born.

For 112 years, Alpha Kappa
Alpha chapters have been dedi-
cated to five basic tenets: to
cultivate and encourage high
scholastic and ethical standards,
to promote unity and friendship
among college women, to study
and help alleviate problems con-
cerning girls and women in order
to improve their social stature,
to maintain a progressive inter-
est in college life, and to be of
service to all mankind. Because
of these seven women and their
commitment to the Baton Rouge
community, thousands of women
have been able to continue their
“service to all mankind” through
their membership in Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated®.

Gamma Eta Omega has and
continues to serve, the Baton
Rouge community through Sig-
nature Programs such as: Arts
Camp for Kids (ages 5-12), to
expose them to drama, music, and
visual arts; Leadership Fellows,
a mentoring program that focuses
on life skills such as interviewing
techniques, appropriate business
communication, and dressing for
success. In 2008, Gamma Eta

ALPHA

GAMMA ETA OMEGA

Omega, was recog-
nized as the top ticket seller
for the premiere Ebony Fash-
ion Fair Show (sponsored by
Johnson Publishing Company
— then publishers of Ebony and
Jet magazines) to raise funds for
programs and scholarships. Over
the years, young women attend-
ing college have been awarded
nearly $200,000 in scholarships
and book awards.

So on this day, as we cel-
ebrate 80 years of exemplary ser-
vice, we also speak the names of
these women whose vision and
tireless efforts will live on for-
ever through the work that we

EDWARDS from page 1

makes the heart sick, but a desire
fulfilled is a tree of life. We are all
called by our Creator to be better:
'Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they shall be called the children of
God.'I pray for God’s guidance and
comfort for all of us."

SORORITY,

Mayor Broome
Announces
Expanded
COVID-19 Testing
in EBR Parish

BATON ROUGE, La. —
Mayor-President Sharon Weston
Broome announced Thursday the
expansion of COVID-19 commu-
nity testing sites throughout East
Baton Rouge Parish. The expansion
will offer mobile testing at various
sites, Monday through Friday, for
the month of June. The initiative is
a partnership with Ochsner Baton
Rouge, Our Lady of the Lake Medi-
cal Center, East Baton Rouge Par-
ish School System, BREC, and a
number of area Federally Qualified
Health Centers (FQHC), includ-
ing: CareSouth Medical and Dental,
Open Health Care Clinic, RKM,
and Southeast Community Health
Systems.

“As our community has now
entered Phase One of reopening,
receiving a COVID-19 nasal swab
test is one the most important steps
our residents should take to protect
their health and the health of their
loved ones,” said Mayor Broome.
“These testing sites do not require
adoctor’s order and are offered at
no out-of-pocket cost to the patient.
Everyone who believes they need a
test, should take advantage of this
valuable resource.”

The mobile testing sites are in
addition to about two dozen fixed
testing sites in East Baton Rouge
Parish. A list of mobile testing sites
and fixed testing sites can be found
here.

continue to do in our commu-
nity. Happy 80th Anniversary
Gamma Eta Omega.

Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority, Incorporated® is an
international service organi-
zation founded on the campus

of Howard University in
Washington, DC in
1908. It is the oldest
Greek-lettered orga-
nization established
by African-American,
college-educated
women. Alpha Kappa
Alpha is comprised of more
than 300,000 members in ap-
proximately 1,012 graduate
and undergraduate chapters
in the United States, Liberia,
Bahamas, US Virgin Islands,
Germany, South Korea, Ber-
muda, Japan, Canada, South
Africa and the Middle East.

FRANK O's

OVER 18 YEARS EXPERIENCE

See TESTING, on page 4

CONTROLLING PEST OF ALL TYPES: ROACHES « BED BUGS
ANTS SPIDERS ¢ FLEAS « RODENTS « BEES « TERMITES

OFFICE 225.772.1876

FRANKOPESTCONTROL@COX.NET

FINE ART & GRAPHIC
DESIGN STUDIO

Online Art Classes
Art Prints
Custom Shirts
Logos, business cards
Book cover design
and more

chortazoarts.com

Call to schedule an appointment
on zoom meetings

Celeste Pouye

Artist, Designer & Instructor

11752 E. South Harrell's Ferry Rd. Baton Rouge, LA 70816 | 225.283.1209
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Restaurants in America Hard Hit by COVID-19
Face Uphill Battle to Return to Normal

By Lauren Victoria Burke,
NNPA Newswire Contributor

“There’s alot of fear, will tour-
ists come back, will people come
out? Are the employees going to
want to come back to work? How
are we going to convince every-
body it’s safe and healthy to eat in
a restaurant again?”’

This is what Melissa Fleischut,
president of the New York State
Restaurant Association, told a re-
porter last month.

The devastating economic im-
pact of the coronavirus pandemic
has been particularly divesting to
the restaurant and service indus-
try. One estimate proclaimed that
40 percent of restaurants in New
York are unlikely to reopen after
the pandemic is over. But even
after it ends, there is fear that
business won’t be the same until
some months after cities officially
re-open.

Over 660,000 people em-
ployed in restaurants in New York
state alone have been furloughed.
They are part of the over 30 million
people in the U.S. who have likely
filed for unemployment since the
middle of March.

According to reservation app
OpenTable, reservations in Seattle
were down 31 percent by March
3 right as the coronavirus was re-
ported to have caused a fatality in
the city. San Francisco saw a 24
percent decline. Soon after the drop
was close to 50 percent.

Social distancing rules are a
huge challenge to the restaurant
industry in a way that is likely to
impact revenue for some time to
come. Though Georgia Governor

L e

Late on May 1st it was learned that 1,165 Georgians have died due to the outbreak. In the past 24 hours (as of this writing), the Georgia Department of Public Health has recorded 33 COVID-19 deaths for
a total of 26,000 infected. (Photo: iStockphoto / NNPA)

Brian Kemp re-opened much of
the state last week, over 120 res-
taurants in Atlanta are refusing to
open their dining rooms until they
believe it’s safe.

Prominent Georgia chefs
have formed the “#GAHospitali-
tyTogether” initiative. The group
includes award-winning chefs Ford

Fry, Anne Quatrano, Hugh Acheson
and Mashama Bailey.

Late on May 1stit was learned
that 1,165 Georgians have died due
to the outbreak. In the past 24 hours
(as of this writing), the Georgia
Department of Public Health has
recorded 33 COVID-19 deaths for
a total of 26,000 infected.

Email: AgnesAndrews@Allstate.com
www.allstateagencies.com/agnesandrews

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED

I can help you protect more than youd expect. I also have lots of ways
to help you save when you bundle your polices. Get the savings you
deserve. Call or stop by my office for a free quote.

= )

AGNES SMITH ANDREWS

Insurance Agent/Owner

214 S. Acadian Thruway
Baton Rouge LA 70806

Phone: 225.383.0877
Fax: 225.383.0877
Claims: 225.383.0877

Allstate.

You're in good hands.

For African American busi-
nesses that are cash strapped the
challenge is even tougher. A ma-
jority of Black-owned businesses
have only one employee and many
are contractors. Many elected of-

ficials and civil rights groups are
focused on Black owned busi-
nesses during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Lauren Victoria Burke is
an independent journalist for

NNPA and the host of the podcast
BURKEFILE. She is also a politi-
cal strategist as Principal of Win
Digital Media LLC. She may be
contacted at LBurke007 @ gmail.
com and on twitter at @LVBurke

TESTING from page 3

“Ochsner’s investment in
community testing near local hot
spots is a critical step towards a
continued safe reopening,” said
Eric McMillen, CEO, Ochsner
Baton Rouge. “I’d like to thank
Mayor Broome and her staff for
their continued focus on COVID-19
testing. We’ll continue working to
identify more community locations
for widespread testing.”

The mobile testing locations
do not require an appointment and
operate on a first-come, first-served
basis. Please check the schedule
every week for updates.

“Our Lady of the Lake is proud
to play a part in expanding access
to COVID-19 testing by deploy-
ing mobile testing sites throughout
our community. Increased testing is
essential to managing COVID-19

Young Man's Lawn Service, LLC

A professional job, for a reasonable price

Free estimates. Commercial and Residential

Jeremiah Sadler
Owner

225-400-3862

and preventing a spike in cases,”
said Coletta Barrett, VP of Mission,
Our Lady of the Lake.

Also, patients using the May-
or’s Office of Homeland Security
and Emergency Preparedness
(MOHSEP) Community Testing
Site at Baton Rouge General Mid
City, will now be directed to the
recently opened CareSouth test-
ing site on Florida Boulevard, less
than a half-mile away. Thus, the
MOHSEP Community Testing Site
at Mid City will begin to phase out
over the next three weeks. Early
on in the pandemic, a coalition of
hospitals and clinics partnered with
MOHSEP to stand up the Mid City
site, taking the strain off area clinics
and health centers.

Beginning Monday June 1st,
the second MOHSEP Community
Testing Site outside OLOL North
Campus on Airline Highway will
transition to testing inside the clinic.

Since March 16,2,391 people
have been tested at the MOHSEP
sites. The initiative relied on local
resources without aid from the state
and federal government. Partners
in the initiative include the Baton
Rouge Clinic, Baton Rouge Gen-
eral, Ochsner Baton Rouge, Our
Lady of the Lake Medical Center,
and Woman’s Hospital.

Let us Take Care of One of Your
Most Important Investments

NOLA Lending Group offers:

« Conventional Loans

« Jumbo Mortgages

« FHA - Federal Housing Administration Loans
« VA - Department of Veterans Affairs Loans

+« RD - Rural Development Loans?

« Mortgage Refinances

« Condominium Financing

SPEAK TO A NOLA LeENDING GROUP LOAN OFFICER TODAY!

BATON ROUGE OFFICE: 225.291.2100

A INOLA

LENDING GROUP

A Division of Fidelity Bank
NOLALending.com

BankWithFidelity.com

Member

=

LIS O

s FDIC
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RELIGION

Earnest Pugh, Kerry Douglas Reunite For Billboard
Top Ten Smash “God Wants To Heal You™

The dynamic duo is back
together again. Gospel star,
Earnest Pugh, has reunited with
Blacksmoke Music Worldwide
CEO, Kerry Douglas, on the soul-
stirring Billboard Top Ten Gospel
Airplay chart radio smash, “God
Wants to Heal You.” Over adecade
ago, they created a string of hits
together such as “For My Good,”
“Every Promise” and the No. 1
smashes “Rain on Us” and “I Need
Your Glory.” Pugh’s five-octave
vocal range and Douglas’ guerilla
marketing tactics made them an
unbeatable team. After years apart,
they have picked up where they left
off to release Pugh’s tenth album,
“The Outpour Experience Live”
(Blacksmoke Music Worldwide),
which is now available everywhere
music is consumed. Listen link:
https://Inkfi.re/TheOutpourEx-
perience

The fourteen-track album was
produced by Keith Williams, Mi-
chael Bereal and Marque Walker. It
opens with the ballad “Your Glory”
which begins as a Jazzy conver-
sation with God and morphs into
a majestic worship anthem that
shows off Pugh’s 5-octave range
on the climax. However, it’s not all
balladry. There are up-tempo sin-
galong tracks such as “Thank You
So Much,” “The Grace Dance,”
“Grateful,” and the Go-Go rhythm,
“Awesome God.” It closes with
the current, soul-stirring Top ten
single, “God Wants to Heal You.”

Gospel star, Earnest Pugh, has reunited with Blacksmoke Music Worldwide CEO, Kerry Douglas, on the soul-stirring Billboard Top Ten Gospel Airplay chart

et

radio smash, “God Wants to Heal You.”

“I think " Outpour’ will be my
last full album,” Pugh says. “In the
future, I think I’ll concentrate on
singles and tracks because that's
where the industry is right now.
In addition, I want to broaden my
horizons beyond merely singing. I
want to expand my philanthropic
endeavors to do more charity be-
cause the needs are so great right
now. I also want to finally finish
my doctorate in theology at the

Dallas Theological Seminary so
that I can become a professor at
a university. It’s also my aim to
begin to get film and television
placements for my music.”

The film and television place-
ments have already begun. Under
the guidance of Pugh’s manager,
Vanzil Burke (of Burke Man-
agement), he’s already bagged
a couple of big looks. His 2009
recording “Praise Break “The

999

Sundoe’” has been featured in
CBS’“The Neighborhood” sitcom
which stars Cedric the Entertainer.
His 2017 hit “Trade It All” was
recently featured in the BETHer
movie premiere of director Coke
Daniel’s film, “His, Hers and The
Truth,” which stars Brad James
and Ashley A. Williams.

“After the movie made such
a major impression at the Black
Film Festival in Miami last year,

EARNEST PUGH®. ™ _

EXPERIENCE LIVE

the producers called and asked me
for a song that would go with a
certain scene in the movie," Pugh
recalls. “Because my repertoire
is mostly gospel music, I felt that
the only song I had that would be
fitting and proper would be my
remake of Joe Cocker’s " You Are
So Beautiful.’ They never replied
to my email when I sent that song

See PUGH, on page 7

Streaming
LIVE Churches

ILIVE®)|
STREAMING

B OQasis Christian Church:
Bishop Charles E. Wallace
Sunday Morning 8:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Bible Study
7:00 PM.
https://livestream.com/ac-
counts/27567249/events/8379840

B Rose Hill Church:

Pastor Danny Donaldson

See website for times
https://www.facebook.com/rose-
hillbatonrouge

B Living Faith Christian Ctr.
Bishop Raymond Johnson
Sunday at 10:00am
e YouTube: https://www.
youtube.com/channel/
UCiHSeRaHIS8ewCoFh-
cYHGNQ
Piksel: https://campus.piksel.
com/living-faith-cc
e Facebook: https://www.face-
book.com/LivingFaithChris-
tianCenterBR/

B Mt. Carmel Baptist Church
Rev., Dr. Andra Johnson

Sunday at 9:30am
https:/www.mtcarmelbtr.com/?fbc-
lid=IwAR2yeejE375iYoMvJarHB
FFsg9uWpJclExzVVjZNIhUvsSf-
C30AiyTGow2k

"A Woman Called By God With A Vision"

Hope & Healing Outrea

PO BOX 53373 - Baton Rouge, LA 70892

225-603-2244

TEAM IMPACT CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

EQUIPPING ORDINARY PEOPLE FOR EXTRA-ORDINARY MINISTRY

»-. Ifyou are looking for an accredited Christian University that
&) . offers Spirit-anointed courses at all levels then Team Impact
Christian University is for you!

Through our campus in Baton Rouge and online programs,
you have access to numerous courses - from Certificate in
Ministry all the way through to our Doctor of Ministry Degree.

Enrollment Year Round Most credits transferable Accredited

8894 Airline Hwy. Baton Rouge, LA 70815
562.756.1490 - dorothystewart90@yahoo.com

ON EAGLE WINGS MINISTRIES

1746 Scenic Hwy
Baton Rouge La.70802

Service times 9:30a.m Every Sunday

Inspirational message:
Daily via Facebook Live:J. L. DeCuir

Look up an live because
God is on your side

Bishop & First Lady
J. L. DeCuir

CHURCH
DIRECTORY

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

Church directory ads starting at $10 per
week call us for details 225.775.2002

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8742 Scenic Highway — Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone: (225) 775-4106 - Fax: (225) 615-8359
Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor

Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

Sunday SChool ........cooviriiiriieieee e 9:30 a.m.
WOTShip SEIVICe ....c.ovuiveiriirieiriiicrereeeeeeceee 10:55 a.m.
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship........ 2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study ...c..ccoeviviiiiniieinns Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Prayer MInistry ......cccoceeevenenininenneneeceeeneenne Tues 6:00 p.m.
ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Donald R. Ruth, Pastor

820 New Rafe Mayer Road

Baton Rouge, LA 70807

Phone: 225-775-9756
Web Address: saintjohnbc.org

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor
Worship Times:

CrossWalk Classes: Sundays 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday Worship Experience: 11:00 AM
Uplift Training: Thursdays 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

DISMCIIPI';EIS OUTREACH

S TRY
2032 Gore Rd, * Baton Rouge, LA 70807

/| Sunday Service...........cccccccccccciiii 9:00 am
’ff Sunday School..........ccocvveveverrinane. 8:00 am
A Bible Studay ........ccoceueuennnee. Mon.7:00 pm
| Saturday Sabbath ................. Sat. 11:00 am

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

Good Shepherd Full Gospel B.C.

The People’s Church
2865 Mission Drive » Baton Rouge, 70805 ¢ Telephone (225)356-5873
Bishop H. Hayes, Pastor

Hour of Power ... ....12 Noon Each Wednesday
Sunday Schoo
Church Servic

Communion S e
Bible Study Wednesda
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting

NEW BIRTH

FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

SUNDAY SUNDAY
WORSHIP SCHOOL
Every Sunday Every Sunday

at 11:30 A M. at 9:30 A M.
HOLY HOUR OF
COMMUNION POWER
Every 3rd Sunday Every Friday

at 11:30 A M. at 12 NOON

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd_Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

Kingdom Life Family Center

Sundays at 10am
Wednesday Inspirational
Service 7pm

* Youth ministry every Sunday and Wednesday
e Women's Ministry 2nd Saturday's

KING{}% (I?Ia%:i

N
!
V) —pam
T T

= n
HEBREWS 6:1

BISHOP DESIGNATE DOROTHY DANIEL
SENIOR PASTOR

8894 AIRLINE HWY. BATON ROUGE, LA 70815
www.kingdomlifebr.com

New Jerusalem
Faith Fellowship

982 N 46th St, Baton Rouge, La. 70802

We believe the Bible to be the inspired and only infallible writ-
ten Word of God. We believe that there is One God, eternally
existent in Three Persons; God the Father, God the Son and
God the Holy Spirit.

PASTOR DONALD A. MONTGOMERY

WAL )

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
5856 Greenwell Springs Road ¢ Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
Telephone: (225) 926-0246 « Facsimile: (225) 925-8022
Toll Free: 888-700-6174
Websites: www.newhopebr.com

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

CHURCH SCHEDULE
Sunday Morming WOrShID ....c..evcceeeeescess oo 10:45 AM
LOTT'S SUDPBT .o 3rd Sundays
SUNOAYVSENOO, 2005 o B s s 9:30 AM

Prayer Service....... .. Wed. @6:00 PM
BIDIE SHUAY.....ve e Wed- @7:00 PM

Mission Statement: New Hope Baptist Church is a family of baptized believers
who worship the Lord our God in spirit and in truth, teach the saved to reach the
lost and minister to the needs of others, while encouraging one another through
acts of love and living in obedience to Gods Word
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

A Guide to Local Businesses Serving the Community

To Advertise your Business in the Business Directory,
PLEASE CALL (225) 775-2002 TODAY!

CJW Distributors, LLC

Email: cjw7@att.net
www.cjwdistributors.com

2303 West Highmeadow Ct.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305

Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Toll Free: 800-240-9507

President |

WT AND ASSOCIATES

ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS AND CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES

“Team Working For Success Through Quality Performance”

“Teaming with Shreveport for progress”
W.T. Winfield, Manager
Civil Engineers Needed
318-222-0639 Shreveport Office
1-866-324-WTAA Toll Free

COOPER CREDIT CORPORATION, INC.

Cynthia Travis

Manager
4220 Florida Boulevard, Suite B Ph. (225) 923-0800
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806 Fax (225) 923-0815
wwuw.coopercreditine.com

LWS

LOUISIANA WASTE SYSTEM

225-929-9668 Phone
225-929-9669 Fax

21306 Daltas Dr.|Baton Rouge, LA 7(}8{)6
www. Louisianawaste .com

GET YOUR
BUSINESS NOTICED

HERE

CALL 225.775.2002 -« THE ERWEEKLYPRESS

Leaf

F[Iter NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY BACK - GUARANTEED

PROTECTION

BEFORE LeafFilter*

V Installs on your
existing gutters!

0,
0 % m 1 5 OFF ENTIRE,,
FINANCING* '-EAFF"-TE'L

] PLUS AN ADDITIONA | e
SENIOR OR MILITARY DISCOUNT!
We offer Senior & Military discounts
ON TOP of the 15% off & 0% financing!

. CALL US TODAY
For A FREE Estimate!

1-866-393-4849

Promo Number: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

’ ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
BBB
|}

Sell it in the
classifieds

One man’s trash
is another man'’s

BUSINESS

U.S. Bank Offers Financial Support, Demonstrates Commitment
to Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Amid COVID-19 Pandemic

MINNEAPOLIS,MN—As we
weather the COVID-19 pandemic
together, U.S. Bank is here to help.
We have developed a single site full
of online resources where customers
can go to find helpful information
regarding their financial needs.
Through this online resource and
other partnerships, U.S. Bank aims
to provide simple, clear information
to help individuals and small busi-
nesses get through the pandemic
and tangible financial assistance
to support our communities.

“Our entire team has rallied
around each other, our customers
and our communities, and it is a
tremendous honor to work with
them as we fight this pandemic,”
said U.S. Bancorp Chairman,
President and CEO Andy Cecere
in a statement on the company’s
website. “We stand together, and
we are focused on keeping people
healthy and safe — personally, pro-
fessionally and financially.”

Here to help with your finan-
cial needs

At usbank.com/covid-19,
customers will find helpful links
to manage their finances, as well
as information about the financial
programs created under the Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief and Economic
Security (CARES) Act to help
individuals and small businesses
—including Economic Impact Pay-
ments (EIPs), mortgage assistance,
new rules for IRAs and retirement
accounts, and the SBA Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP).

Commitment to diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion

As the global coronavirus
pandemic upends all aspects of
our lives, U.S. Bank is uniting with
other corporations and longstand-
ing partner organizations that are
representing members of under-
served and minority communities
to advocate for inclusion among
Pan-Asians and other cultural seg-
ments.

U.S.Bank joined Ascend, Cat-
alyst, Executive Leadership Council
(ELC), Hispanic Association on
Corporate Responsibility (HACR),
National Organization on Disability
(NOD) and Out & Equal as a Sup-
porting Company on a COVID-19
response Action Agenda. These or-
ganizations are leading champions,
connectors and conveners for busi-
ness leaders and professionals who
are Pan-Asians, African American,
Hispanic, women, LGBTQ and per-
sons with disabilities.

These organizations are com-
mitted to redoubling on their mis-
sion to promote inclusion in these
unprecedented times by addressing
the adverse impacts of the COVID-
19 outbreak. Many of the low wage
earners in our communities are
particularly impacted during this
public health and economic crisis,
while health officials indicate the
pandemic has claimed dispropor-
tionate numbers of Black and His-
panic lives.

“We’re proud to stand with our
peers and these leading organiza-
tions to help maintain a sense of
community and support at a time
when we need to stay physically
apart,” said Greg Cunningham,

U.S. Bank anticipate 90 percent of this full $30 million commitment will be in-
vested in organizations serving people of color and low-to-moderate income
communities. (Photo: iStockphoto / NNPA)

U.S. Bank Chief Diversity Officer.

U.S. Bank commits nearly
$60 million to employees and com-
munities for COVID-19 relief and
recovery efforts

U.S. Bank committed nearly
$60 million to employees and com-
munities for COVID-19 relief and
recovery efforts. It started with a
new Pay Premium Program for
front-line employees and a $30
million investment in communities.

U.S. Bank transforms and ex-
pedites community investments in
response to immediate COVID-19
needs

U.S.Bank has expedited its an-
nual $1 million Market Impact Fund
grant program in April to provide
funding for 30 local nonprofits that
are working to respond to the most
pressing needs in their communities.

From Los Angeles to Chicago,
the grants are being used by non-

profits to support small businesses,
maintain safe housing and ensure
accessibility to critical human ser-
vices by the communities’ most
economically vulnerable popula-
tions. The company is deploying
these funds three months earlier
than originally scheduled to ensure
immediate relief.

“We know how many nonprof-
its are struggling and we wanted to
make sure that our partners know
that we trust them to use our grant
dollars in whatever way is needed
to sustain the life-changing work
they do in our communities every
day,” said U.S. Bank Chief So-
cial Responsibility Officer Reba
Dominski.

The move is part of a broader
shift in how U.S. Bank is approach-
ing community giving this year in
response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Last month, the company an-

nounced a $30 million philanthropic
commitment focused on short-term
relief and long-term recovery and
was intentionally focused on com-
munities of color and low-to-mod-
erate income communities. U.S.
Bank donated $4 million to three
national nonprofits — United Way,
LISC and Operation HOPE — and
announced that its remaining $25
million in grants planned for this
year could be used by nonprofits
for general operating expenses
rather than for specific program-
ming. We anticipate 90 percent of
this full $30 million commitment
will be invested in organizations
serving people of color and low-
to-moderate income communities.

U.S. Bancorp Community De-
velopment Corporation Finances
$50 Million in Capital to Com-
munity Development Financial
Institutions (CDFIs) to help small
businesses impacted by COVID-19

U.S. Bancorp Community De-
velopment Corporation (USBCDC),
the tax credit and community in-
vestment subsidiary of U.S. Bank,
facilitated $50 million in capital
to seven community develop-
ment financial institution (CDFI)
customers, helping them provide
loans through the Small Business
Administration (SBA) Paycheck
Protection Program.

Each of the CDFIs are receiv-
ing $5-$10 million in low interest
rate loans to support their ability to
fund small businesses impacted by
the COVID-19 pandemic. CDFIs
play acritical role in bringing invest-
ment and resources to underserved
communities, and those who may
not be eligible for traditional small
business financing, with a focus
on women and minority-owned
businesses and low-to-moderate
income communities.

U.S. Bank has been a long-
time partner working with CDFIs
to provide funding to entrepreneurs
in underserved communities. By
the end 0f 2019, U.S. Bank helped
ensure that more than $400 million
in capital was available for CDFIs
and their customers.

’ NEW Locatlon.
6180 Airline Hwy.-BR, 1A | 4

Next to Burger King

r.co0l Fashions Men's Wear

\ Im en?ory.

Check Out
Our Salg!

Mon. - sal 10-8  Kcith B. O’ Connor 'T |

Sun. 12:30-6

Owner/Operator .

Classifieds

Sell your stuff, advertise jobs or a place to rent. You can do it ALL here!

$

For legals, please call the
Classified Department at (225) 225.775.2002
or email brweeklypress@yahoo.com

F SELL YOUR CAR - 1 month for $80 ] [ ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS - 1 month for $150 I [ ADVERTISE ON 247praiseradio.com I
CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICE

JOIN THE NEW BATON ROUGE

treasure!

The MWeekly

Place your ad today! (225)775-2002

Hress

Weekly Hress

The Bator Rouge Weekly Press is Baton
Rouge’s oldest and number one source for
African Americans in Baton Rouge, Baker,
Central and surrounding areas.

The BR Weekly Press is currently look-
ing for Freelance Writers, Photographers,
Videographers, Writers, Bloggers and So-
cial Media Professionals.

For more information or to submit your re-
sume’ call us at 225-775-2002 or email us
at https://www.brweeklypress.com/hiring

FIND IT
ALL IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

CALL

225.775.2002

Request for Proposals
Microtransit Pilot Program
Solicitation #2020-Microtransit-001

The Capital Area Transit System (CATS), a political subdi-
vision of the State of Louisiana, operating the public transit
system in EBR Parish is accepting Offers for Microtransit.
Sealed offers are due to CATS Procurement Department
by March 11,2020 at 10:00 AM (local time) at 350 N. Don-
moor, Baton Rouge, LA 70806. A copy of this RFP can be
found on CATS website at: https://www.brcats.com/page/
procurement. Written questions will be accepted through
February 19, 2020 via email at: catsprocurement@brcats.
com. Offerors are reminded to check CATS website often
for addenda and other important dates in reference to this
RFP. CATS is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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America’s Moms
Grieve George
Floyd, Demand
Accountability
and Justice for
His Murder

Statement of Kristin Rowe-
Finkbeiner, executive director
and CEO of MomsRising, an
online and on-the-ground orga-
nization of more than one million
mothers and their families, on the
brutal murder of George Floyd
by Minneapolis police:

“The moms of America are
gutted that George Floyd was
killed by four police officers
earlier this week. No mother
should have to worry about the
loss of a loved one at the hands
of those charged with protection.
No one should lose their lives.

“MomsRising is calling for
the police officers who killed
George Floyd to be charged with
murder and for the vicious and
inflammatory attacks on protest-
ers, including the inflammatory
attacks by President Trump, to
stop immediately.

“We grieve, we’re angry, and
we will not stop holding leaders
accountable: This includes pros-
ecutors, who hold more power
in the criminal justice system
than almost anyone else. It in-
cludes everyone from mayors and
governors to the president of the
United States.

“Sadly, it’s not just George
Floyd. It’s Breona Taylor. It’s
Ahmaud Arbery and Atatiana Jef-
ferson. It’s a list of names too
long to fit on this page. Each of
whom was a person, with loved
ones, dreams, and lives to be
lived.

“It’s a president who has en-
couraged police violence and is
consistently and openly fueling
white supremacy in our nation.
A president who just last night
Tweeted an implication that pro-
testers could be shot, implying
that he’d order the military to act
as judge, jury, and executioner,
using wording that has histori-
cally stoked anti-Black racism.
A tweet so racist and incendiary
that Twitter took the rare step
of putting a warning label on it
for “glorifying violence” and
limited the public’s interaction
with it. And it’s this same presi-
dent who has also dog-whistled
white supremacists, militias, and
vigilantes time and again.

“It’s a system that directly
targets Black people and people
of color through sanctioned acts
of violence; and structurally tar-
gets people of color by intention-
ally cutting programs, diverting
resources, and so much more.

“It’s police brutality, it’s an
unjust criminal justice system,
it’s the wage gap that dispropo-
tionatly harms moms of color the
most, it’s discrimination in the
health care system that’s leading
to more people of color losing
their lives to COVID-19 and to
Black women dying three to four
times as often as white women
while giving birth. It’s Amy Coo-
per, a white woman who called
the police saying, ‘I'm going
to tell them there's an African
American man threatening my
life.

“It’s white supremist groups
with guns marching on state
capitols protesting public health
measures that scientists have
prescribed to stop the pandemic
-- and remaining unharmed and
untouched by law enforcement;
while protestors of color demand-
ing an end to police brutality are
met by tear gas and rubber bul-
lets.

”All of this is why the moms
of America demand full ac-
countability for what happened
to George Floyd. And why we
will never give up demanding a
system and a country in which
everyone can live and thrive.”

PUGH from page 5

but instead, they called and said
they were going through my body
of work and found " Trade It All.” I
called CEO of Blacksmoke Music,
Mr. Kerry Douglas and he said by
all means we should give clearance
for the song to be on the soundtrack
and the rest is history.” With the
release of “Outpour,” we think Pugh
has more history to make.

o

™

WE ARE THINKING OF YOU SENIORS

Special Editions
Celebrating Our
2020 Graduates

Looking for your Class of 2020
Special Editions Starting June 11th!

Join us as we congratulate the Class of 2020 in
our special edition. This keepsake supplement is
the perfect place to your best wishes.

To learn more or reserve your spot in these

special editions contact us by email at
brweeklypress@yahoo.com. or call 225.775.2002

he Meekly Jdress

Advertising Deadline: Every Friday at 4:00 pm
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Get Serious
LOUISIANA

USE YOUR HEAD...STOP THE SPREAD!
STOPGOVID-19

GOV. JOHN BEL EDWARDS MOVES LOUISIANA INTO

PHASE ONE

OF A ROADMAP TO A RESILIENT

QUL IAAINA

Phase 0ne guidance allows essential businesses to remain open. Churches and restaurants,
cafes and coffee shops may continue to conduct outdoor service not limited by 25 percent of
indoor capacity so long as strict social distancing is practiced.

These husinesses are also now open
with 25% occupancy, sanitation, and distancing guidelines:

- Salons
- Boutiques
- Offices
- Restaurants, Gates and Coffee Shops
- Shopping Malls
- Gyms and Fitness Centers
- Barher & Beauty Shops and Nail Salons
- Movie Theaters
- Racetracks (open via Off Track Betting locations)
- Museums, Zoos & Aquariums (no tactile exhibits)
- Bars and Breweries with LDH Food Permits
- Casinos and Video Poker establishments may open at 25% occupancy

*IT IS REGOMMENDED TO MASK UP! WHENEVER YOU ARE OUT IN PUBLIC*

LET'S STAY SERIOUS LOUISIANA!

KEEP CALM THROUGH COVID HOTLINE | 866.310.7977 DIAL 211 FOR INFORMATION UPDATES

TEXT “LAGOVID" TO 67283 FOR THE MOST GURRENT INFO

cORONAVIRUS.LA.cov I




