
BATON ROUGE, La.  - 
Three of Baton Rouge’s most 
prominent political and commu-
nity leaders – Joe Delpit, W.T. 
Winfield, and Yvonne Dorsey 

Colomb – has announced their 
collective endorsement of Demo-
crat Vice-President Joe Biden to 
become our nation’s 46th Presi-
dent. The three also endorsed Ce-

dric Richmond for re-election to 
Louisiana’s 2nd Congressional 
District, and Sharon Weston 
Broome for re-election to the 
office of EBR Parish Mayor-
President.

Joe Delpit said, “I’ve fought 
racism all my life and I’m fight-
ing now. The Presidential choice 
is simple: it’s truth versus a cloud 
of lies, and black dignity versus 
a return to racism. I choose truth, 
black dignity, and honest Joe 
Biden. This November, they’ll 
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Thunderstorms
High 85°
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Thunderstorms
High 87°

Mon 22
Thunderstorms
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JUNETEENTH • A CELEBRATION 
OF FREEDOM & LOVE

B A T O N 
R O U G E  — 
Gov. John Bel 
E d w a r d s  i s 
calling on all 
Louisianans to 
participate in the 
2020 Census, if 
they have not 
done so already. 
Currently, Loui-
siana has a 55.7 
percent self-response rate compared to 
the national self-response rate of 61.4 
percent. Approximately 1.3 million 
Louisiana households have already 
responded to the 2020 Census, but 
Louisiana ranks 44th in the nation 
and last in the Deep South.

“I cannot stress enough the impor-
tance of filling out the Census form,” 
said Gov. Edwards. “Funding for many 
resources that our communities and 
state rely on are at stake, and we need 
every single person in Louisiana from 
the young to the young at heart to be 
included. No one is too young or too 
old. This opportunity only happens 
once every 10 years.  For the next 10 
years, the federal government will rely 
on the information collected in 2020 
to help guide distribution of approxi-
mately $1.5 trillion in annual spending 
across 316 federal programs. These 
programs include, Medicaid, direct 
student loans, highway construction 
grants, low income tax credits and 
loans, and even adoption assistance 
programs. In addition, the numbers 
help determine boundaries for state 
legislative and congressional districts. 
That’s why participation is imperative.”

Here are some of the local pro-
grams that rely on the Census numbers 
for funding:

Title I Grants to Local Education 
Agencies, which provide financial as-
sistance to schools and school districts 
with high numbers or high percentages 
of children from low-income families 

Major Endorsements from Black Leadership

Democrat Vice-President Joe Biden Cedric Richmond Sharon Weston Broome

Joe Delpit W.T. Winfield Yvonne Dorsey

“I’ve fought racism 
all my life and I’m 
fighting now. The 

Presidential choice
 is simple: it’s truth  

versus a cloud of lies, 
and black dignity 

versus a return to  
racism. I choose truth, 

black dignity, and 
honest Joe Biden. ”

– Joe Delpit See LEADERSHIP, on page 3

State Senator Regina Bar-
row is urging all citizens to par-
ticipate in the upcoming elections 
and use the options available to 
them if they have suffered from 
or are at a high risk of contracting 
COVID-19. Sen. Barrow said 
that while her bill, Senate Bill 
486, to expand voting-by-mail 
during a state of emergency was 
not approved by the legislature, 

she wants to remind voters that 
an emergency plan approved ear-
lier this spring does afford voters 
with some options including:

(1)   Expanded early voting 
period (increased from seven to 
13 days).

(2)   Additional reasons to 
absentee vote, including if a voter 
is at higher risk of severe illness 
from COVID-19 due to serious 
underlying medical conditions; is 
subject to a medically necessary 
quarantine or isolation; is advised 
by a health care provider to self-
quarantine due to COVID-19 
concerns; is experiencing symp-

toms of COVID-19 and seeking 
a medical diagnosis; or is caring 
for an identified individual who is 
subject to a medically necessary 
quarantine or isolation order as 
a result of COVID-19.

(3)   Individuals who are 65 
years of age or older can already 
request an absentee ballot and 
are encouraged to do so.
n Deadline to Register to 

Vote by Mail/in Person – June 10
n Deadline to Register to 

Vote Online – June 20
n Deadline to Request Mail 

Ballot – 4:30 p.m. on July 7

Gov. Edwards: 
We Need More 
Louisianans to 
Participate in the 
2020 Census

State Senator Regina Barrow Reminds Voters of 
Available Options During Covid-19 Pandemic
Urges All Citizens 
To Exercise Their 
Fundamental 
Right To Vote

State Senator Regina Barrow See OPTIONS, on page 7 See CENSUS, on page 7

Juneteenth, the nick-
name for 19 June 1865, 
the day that marked the 
end of slavery in the US 
when the last group of 
slaves were told they 
were emancipated, has 
long been celebrated by 
African Americans across 
the country with festivals, 
cookouts and pageants. But 
recent weeks have shown 
there is a growing belief 
that all Americans should 
commemorate the day.

Calls to make June-
teenth a US federal holiday 
have increased after the po-
lice killing of George Floyd 
and the subsequent protests 
have forced the country to 
grapple with its legacy of 
slavery and racism.

“RT if you think 
Congress should make 
Juneteenth a national 
holiday,” said Jamaal 
Bowman, a candidate for 
a New York congressio-
nal seat, in a tweet that 
has been retweeted more 
than 200,000 times.

Over the past two 
decades, campaigns to 
get states to honor and 
recognize Juneteenth have 
led a majority of states to 
recognize the day as a cer-
emonial holiday. Hawaii, 
Montana, North Dakota 
and South Dakota are the 
only four states that have 
not officially recognized 
Juneteenth.

Texas, where the 
original emancipation day 
celebrations took place, 
has designated Juneteenth 
a state holiday, allowing 
most state employees to 
take a paid day off. It was 
the only state to recognize 
Juneteenth as a state holi-
day until New York and 
Virginia announced this 
week they were making 
it a paid holiday for their 
employees.

Private companies 
such as Nike, Twitter and 
Lyft have made similar 
moves to recognize Ju-
neteenth as a holiday, in-
forming staff it will be a 
permanent paid holiday. 
The mayors of Portland 
and Philadelphia, which 
has been home to one 
of the country’s largest 
Juneteenth celebrations, 
also said they are giving 
their city employees a paid 
holiday.

US presidents in-
cluding Barack Obama 
and Donald Trump have 
made statements honoring 
Juneteenth, and the Sen-
ate passed a resolution in 
2018 honoring the day. But 
moves to make Juneteenth 

Gov. John 
Bel Edwards

Calls to 
Make 
Juneteenth 
US Federal 
Holiday Gain 
Momentum
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Email . . . . .brweeklypress@yahoo.com

The  office is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday and located at 4910 Mon-
ticello Blvd. Baton Rouge, LA 70814

Correction Policy

The Baton Rouge Weekly Press strives to be 
fair and accurate. The newspaper corrects 
any significant errors of fact brought to the 
attention of the editor. If you think an 
error has been made, call 225-775-2002

The Weekly Press  
Newspaper is a published weekly in Baton 
Rouge and distributed every Thursday with 
a circulation of 7,500.  Subscription rates 
are $65.00 per year for Louisiana residents; 
$72.00 for one year for out-of-state residents; 
half price for six months subscription: and 
$1.00 per single copy.

All money orders or checks should be made 
payable to The Baton Rouge Weekly Pres

4910 Montecello Blvd.
Baton Rouge, La. 70814

Phone: (225) 775-2002
E-Mail  brweeklypress@yahoo.com

Office Hours: Monday-Friday   
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Closed Saturday, Sunda

Vision:
My Goal for District 5 is to strengthen the 

district and our great city by working in unity 
with the citizens to achieve our common 

goals. 

ELECT #240

A NEW FACE, A NEW VOICE, A NEW VISION
TOGETHER WE CAN

Dr. Alice SandersDr. Alice Sanders
Baker City CouncilBaker City Council

District 5District 5

#236 ALEXANDER
I am asking for your help and sup-
port by casting your ballot for me 
as your councilwoman on Saturday, 
July 11, 2020

TOGETHER WE 
CAN SUCCEED

Upon being admitted to 
the Bar, Mrs. Johnson-Rose 
took a position as an Asso-
ciate Attorney with the law 
firm McGlinchey Stafford.  
As an Associate Attorney, 
Eboni handled complex civil 
litigation matters with an em-
phasis on construction litiga-
tion, government contracting 
disputes, consumer financial 
services litigation, toxic tort 
litigation and constitutional liti-
gation.  While at McGlinchey 
Stafford, Eboni defended the 
State of Louisiana in various 
constitutional issues pertaining 
to state sovereignty, financing 
of education, the State’s edu-
cational accountability system 
and prison conditions at adult 
and juvenile facilities.

In 2008, Mrs. Johnson-
Rose returned to her Alma 
Mata, Southern University Law 
Center to teach Advanced Legal 
Writing I.  Eboni has always 
had a passion for helping the 
youth.  Over the years, Eboni 
has tutored fourth grade stu-
dents at Harding Elementary, 
she has assisted many high 
school seniors in register-
ing for college, she has also 
participated in Career Day at 
various schools in the Baton 
Rouge area.  Mrs. Johnson-
Rose served on the Board of 
Directors for Volunteers in 
Public Schools and Motivat-
ing Excellence Academy of 
Student Success.

Since 2011, Eboni has 
been a dedicated public ser-
vant.  She first joined the State 
of Louisiana as an attorney with 
the Department of Children and 
Family Services “DCFS”.  Dur-
ing her time at DCFS, Eboni 
represented the Department in 
child-care facility licensing ac-
tions.  She traveled the State 
obtaining injunctions against 
unlicensed daycare owners.  
Her mission was to ensure 
children attending child-care 

facilities were in a safe and pro-
tected environment.  While at 
DCFS, Eboni litigated 2 federal 
voting rights cases.  The matter 
of Ferrand v. Schedler in the 
Eastern District of Louisiana 
and United States of America v. 
State of Louisiana in the Middle 
District of Louisiana.   These 
cases involved complex voting 
rights issues, including com-
pliance of the National Voter 
Registration Act.  In 2014, Mrs. 
Johnson-Rose transferred to 
the Department of Education 
where she continued her work 
in regulation and enforcement 
of unlicensed child-care facili-
ties.  

Thereafter, Mrs. Johnson-
Rose joined the Division of 
Administration in the Office 
of the General Counsel.  At the 
Division, Eboni was the lead at-
torney for the Office of Facility 
Planning and Control. She spe-
cialized in construction litiga-
tion dealing with disputes with 
architects, engineers, contrac-
tors, subcontractors, and project 
owners.  Mrs. Johnson-Rose 
assisted the Office of Facility 
Planning and Control in dis-
putes with the Federal Emer-
gency Preparedness Agency.

Prior to announcing her 

BATON ROUGE, La.—Sec-
retary of State Kyle Ardoin is 
encouraging all eligible Louisi-
anians to consider voting early 
in the Presidential Preference 
Primary. Early voting begins 
Saturday, June 20 and continues 
through Saturday, July 4 from 
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, exclud-
ing Sunday, June 21 and Sunday, 
June 28. Pursuant to the Emer-

gency Election Plan, the early 
voting period has been extended 
by six days.

Only registered Demo-
crats and Republicans will be 
eligible to vote in their party’s 
respective Presidential Prefer-
ence Primary, while voters in 24 
parishes, regardless of party, may 
have a local election on their bal-
lot. Those 24 parishes include 

Mrs. Johnson-Rose

Early Voting Begins June 20 For Presidential 
Preference Primary, Municipal Primary

Bienville, Caddo, Calcasieu, 
Concordia, East Baton Rouge, 
East Feliciana, Evangeline, Jef-
ferson, Lafourche, Livingston, 
Natchitoches, Orleans, Ouachita, 
Rapides, Richland, Sabine, St. 
Charles, St. Helena, St. Landry, 
St. Martin, St. Tammany, Tan-
gipahoa, Washington and West 
Feliciana.

Voters can utilize Louisi-
ana’s award-winning, free smart-
phone app, GeauxVote Mobile, 
to locate their early voting site, 
election day voting site and view 
their sample ballot. Voters can 
also access this information 
in our Voter Portal by visiting 
https://voterportal.sos.la.gov.

Citizens who want to vote 
early may do so in person at the 
parish Registrar of Voters Of-
fice or at other designated lo-
cations. For a complete listing 
of early voting locations, visit 

Eboni Johnson-Rose Announced 
her Candidacy for Division M 
of the 19th Judicial District 
Court Division M

See ROSE, on page 3See VOTING, on page 3
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Voting by mail is safe, secure, 
accessible, and needed now more 
than ever. Voting by mail doesn’t 
just protect our health, it protects 
and expands our democratic right 
to vote – something Democrats 
will never stop fighting for. If 
you’re an eligible registered voter, 
we encourage you to follow the 
steps below and vote by mail in 
upcoming elections.

1. Find out if you’re eligible 
to vote by mail.

Who can request an absentee 
ballot:

Over the age of 65?

Temporarily absent from par-
ish of residence?
Working offshore?

Reside in a nursing home, 
veterans’ home or a hospi-
tal for an extended stay for 
a physical disability ?

• If you are a student, instruc-
tor or professor located and living 
outside of your parish of registra-
tion, or the spouse/dependent

• If you are minister, priest, 
rabbi, or other member of the 

clergy assigned outside of your 
parish of registration, or a spouse/
dependent

• If you moved more than 100 
miles from the parish seat of your 
former residence after the voter 
registration books closed (30 days 
prior to an election),

• If you are involuntarily con-
fined in an institution for mental 
treatment outside your parish of 
registration and you are not inter-
dicted and not judicially declared 
incompetent,

• If you expect to be hospital-
ized on election day and did not 
have knowledge of the hospitaliza-
tion until after the time for early 
voting had expired; or you were 
hospitalized during the time for 
early voting and you expect to be 
hospitalized on election day; or 
you were either hospitalized or 
restricted to bed by your physi-
cian during early voting and on 
election day,

• If you are incarcerated or 
expect to be incarcerated in an 
institution inside or outside of your 
parish of registration and you are 
not under an order of imprison-
ment for conviction of a felony, 

•  If you are physically dis-
abled, you may apply through the 

Disabled Application and if not 
enrolled, enroll in the disability 
program.

Expanded reasons to re-
quest an absentee ballot for reg-
istered voters who are affected 
by COVID-19: 

If you are at higher risk of 
severe illness from COVID-19, 
due to an underlying medical 
condition

This includes diabetes, 
asthma, lung disease, kidney 
disease, or liver disease, or other 
underlying medical conditions.

If you are at higher risk of 
severe illness from COVID-19 
because you are immunocom-
promised.

If you are subject to a medi-
cally necessary quarantine or iso-
lation as a results of COVID-19

Advised by a health care 
provider to self-quarantine due 
to COVID-19 concerns;

Experiencing symptoms of 
COVID-19 and seeking a medi-
cal diagnosis;

Caring for an identified in-
dividual who has been advised 
by a health care provider to 
quarantine or self-isolate due 
to COVID-19 concerns

2. Request your absentee 
ballot. 

If you meet any of the above 
criteria, request your absentee 
ballot here! 

Deadline to request an ab-
sentee ballot: 

Applicants must request a 
ballot by 4:30 p.m. on July 7th.

3. Vote and return your 
ballot!

Deadlines to return absentee 
ballots:

The deadlines to return a 
voted absentee ballot for the July 
11, 2020 election are:

July 10, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. 
(day before the election) for all 
voters except military, overseas, 
and hospitalized voters; and

July 11, 2020 at 8:00 p.m. 
(day of the election) for mili-
tary, overseas, and hospitalized 
voters.

How to receive an absentee 
ballot: 

Mail
Fax (with waiver of right to 

secret ballot);
Email (for military, overseas, 

and voters with physical disabili-
ties, with waiver of right to secret 
ballot)

Hand delivery to an immedi-
ate family member of a hospital-
ized voter.

How to return the absentee 
ballot:

By Mail.
• By Fax: Upon request 

submitted to the registrar of 
voters.

• By Hand Delivery: A voter 
or immediate family member of 
the voter may deliver the bal-
lot to the registrar of voters (a 
signed statement must be com-
pleted upon delivery by anyone 
other than the voter, certifying 
their relationship to the voter).

• For the July 11, 2020 and 
August 15, 2020 elections, if 
ballots cannot be returned in-
person because registrar of 
voters offices remain closed 
to the public, voters may still 
return absentee ballots by mail, 
by commercial courier, by fax 
(with waiver of secret ballot), or 
by email (for military, overseas, 
or emergency workers with ap-
proval of the secretary of state, 
with waiver of secret ballot).

Voting Information You Need to Know

Leroy Davis, a life-long 
Democrat, announces his can-
didacy for Mayor of Baker.  The 
election will be held on July 11, 
2020.  I am a candidate for Mayor 
because I have the leadership 
skills, commitment and experi-
ence to improve our city.  I will 
bring economic development, 
improvement to the infrastruc-
ture, sound financial management 
and reduced water bills back to 
the City of Baker.  

 Davis served 9½ years as a 
Councilman representing District 
1 and was elected to serve out 
the unexpired term of a previ-
ous Mayor.  He served as Mayor 
of Baker for 3½ years.  During 
his term as Mayor, he was suc-
cessful in bringing several new 
businesses to Baker including the 
Wal-Mart Super Center, Exxon 
on the Run, Murphy’s Discount 
Gas, Subway, Wendy’s and other 
businesses.  He also led the city 
in population growth in that a 
new subdivision, Parc Chaleur, 
came during his administration.

 Davis considers his experi-
ence as a former Councilman and 
Mayor, his knowledge of City 
government, its ordinances and 
procedures as some of his most 
important qualifications.

 Davis earned his Ph.D. in 
Agricultural Economics from the 
University of Illinois.  He has had 
a distinguished career as a Col-
lege Professor and Administrator.  
He is a retired dean and professor 
from Southern University.

 He currently serves as a 
member of the Southern Univer-
sity Board of Supervisors, Baton 
Rouge North Economic Develop-
ment District and a Charter mem-
ber of the Baker Lions Club. He 
has served as Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the Baker Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Board and has 
been a member of the Executive 
Council of the Istrouma Area Boy 
Scouts of America.  He is the 
recipient of the Silver Beaver 
Award and is the former Cub 
and Scout Master of Troop 198.

 Davis is a member of 
Greater Mount Carmel Baptist 
Church where he serves on the 

K. E. Popleon foundation 
board.  He is a United States 
Army Veteran, and a life member 
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.  
He has been an active member 
of the Baker Community for over 
forty years.

He is married to Elaine G. 
Davis.  They are the parents of 
Griffin L. Davis, M.D., M.P.H. 
and Garvin H, Davis, M.D., 
M.P.H. and have four grand-
children.

Leroy Davis 
Announces His 
Candidacy for 
Mayor of Baker

Leroy Davis

https://voterportal.sos.la.gov/
EarlyVoting.

In response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, our polling com-
missioners will be supplied with 
personal protective equipment 
and will regularly sanitize des-
ignated areas and wipe down 
voting machines. Hand sani-
tizer will be provided to voters 
and masks are recommended, 
although not required

In addition to a Louisiana 
driver’s license, a Louisiana 
Special ID or a generally rec-
ognized ID with picture and 
signature, voters may now use 
a digital license via LA Wallet.

Voting from page 2

candidacy for District Court 
Judge, Mrs. Johnson-Rose was 
the Innovative Procurement At-
torney for the Department of 
Transportation and Develop-
ment “DOTD”.  As counsel of 
the Innovative Procurement 
Unit, Eboni’s focus was on pro-
curement and contracting for 
alternative delivery methods for 
major highway and transit proj-
ects – including design-build, 
construction manager at-risk, 
and public-private partnership 
projects.  Mrs. Johnson-Rose, 
along with the Innovative 
Procurement Unit at DOTD, 
secured the first Public-Private 
Partnership Project in the State 
of Louisiana.  The project is 
the Belle Chasse Bridge and 
Tunnel Replacement Project 
in Plaquemines Parish.

Eboni graduated from 
Southern University and A&M 
College with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Political Science.  She 
earned her Juris Doctorate from 

Southern University Law Cen-
ter in 2005, graduating num-
ber 5 in her class, Magna Cum 
Laude.  Mrs. Johnson-Rose is 
a member of the Louisiana Bar 
Association, the American Bar 
Association, the National Bar 
Association, the New Orleans 
Federal Bar Association, the 
Baton Rouge Bar Association, 
and the Louis A. Martinet Legal 
Society.  She is also a member 
of Delta Sigma Theta, Inc.

Mrs. Johnson-Rose is 
married to Jonathan C. Rose, 
Sr., owner of Desselle Funeral 
Home and is a proud parent to 
Tony, twin girls, Kourtney and 
Kaylee, and Jay.  Eboni is a 
member of Torah Studies As-
sembly of Baton Rouge.  She is 
a former member of Mt. Carmel 
Baptist Church of Baton Rouge.  
There Eboni served as Youth 
Bible Study Director.  She also 
volunteered with the Ruth Mis-
sion Circle and taught during 
Vacation Bible School.  Mrs. 

Johnson-Rose has also 
Mrs. Rose stated, “My phi-

losophy and objective has always 
been to be prepared always, with a 
firm grasp of legal issues and the 
applicable law.”  Knowing that 
each case is different, Eboni is 
committed to treating each person 
fairly regardless of race, gender, 
sexual orientation, or religion.  
“Beyond my experience as a trial 
attorney, I have the temperament 
and attributes necessary for the 
important position of District 
Court Judge.  Throughout my ca-
reer as an attorney, I have always 
strived to be honest, forthright, 
fair and courteous with all those I 
encounter, from the public to the 
judiciary and members of the bar.  
I assure you that I will bring each 
of these qualities to the bench.  
All judgments I render will be 
well-reasoned, impartial, just and 
fair to all concerned.”

Rose from page 2

try to keep you from voting, so 
vote absentee or vote early.” 

“Joe Biden’s deep friendship 
and working partnership with 
Barack Obama proves to me that 
his heart is right. He understands 
the painful problems that black 
families and our young people are 
facing, and his long career proves 
that he has the ability, wisdom 
and strength to lead us toward 
the light,” said W. T. Winfield.

“Out of all the people Presi-
dent Obama could have chosen to 
be his Vice President, he picked 
Joe Biden. When the man I ad-
mire most in the world has chosen 
someone, I know everything I 
need to know.  Biden’s honesty, 
decency, experience in leader-
ship, and love for our Lord are 
exactly what we need. Through 
our votes for Biden, the Lord 
will cast out Lucifer in the Flesh 
from the White House,” said state 

senator Yvonne Dorsey Colomb 
- Retired.

The group said they are en-
dorsing Cedric Richmond be-
cause he has proven himself over 
his many years of service: eleven 
years in the Louisiana Legislature 
and five terms in the United States 
Congress. They note that during 
all of that time, his service has 
been honorable and Cedric has 
never lost focus on serving the 
people of our community. Ce-
dric Richmond is also serving 
as co-chair of the Joe Biden for 
President campaign.

The three leaders endorsed 
Sharon Weston Broome in the 
EBR Parish Mayor-President’s 
race. They lauded her calm lead-
ership safely guiding the city 
through more than a few turbu-
lent moments over the past four 
years. “Now we need her and 
appreciate her more than ever,” 
said Yvonne Colomb. Joe Delpit 
said, “She’s proven her capability 

LeadeRship from page 1

a federal holiday have not been 
able to gain traction in Congress.

Currently, there are 10 fed-
eral holidays each year, where 
federal employees are given a 
paid day off. States and private 
companies can choose whether 
to observe the holidays and offer 
their employees a day off, though 
many do so for federal holidays.

About 30 other days are 
“patriotic and national obser-
vances” like Mother’s Day that 
are recognized by the government 
but typically do not constitute a 
paid day off.

There have been pushes to 
make various days federal holi-
days, including a day to honor 
women’s rights activist Susan 
B Anthony, and election day, 
federal holidays are politically 
difficult to get through Congress.

It took 15 years of fighting 
from the Congressional Black 
Caucus to make Martin Luther 
King’s birthday a holiday. Four 
days after King’s assassination in 
1968, John Conyers, the late US 
congressman, introduced a bill 
that would make King’s birthday, 

January 15, a federal holiday.
It was finally the momentum 

of the 15th anniversary of King’s 
death that got a bill declaring a 
federal holiday to pass in 1983. 
Until then, Conyers and his col-
leagues were met with skepti-
cism from some other members 
of Congress, including one from 
North Carolina who vehemently 
opposed the holiday and publicly 
called King an “action-oriented 
Marxist”.

Historians say national rec-
ognition of Juneteenth is long 
overdue, but would require a na-
tional reckoning on the country’s 
legacy of slavery – one it often 
ignores.

“Our country hasn’t really 
reckoned with its history of slav-
ery,” said Karlos Hill, department 
chair and professor of African 
and African-American Studies 
at the University of Oklahoma.

“If we made Juneteenth a 
holiday, we would have to do 
some of that work.”

hoLiday from page 1

See LEADERSHIP, on page 5
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for as little as 

$10 each week!

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
5856 Greenwell Springs Road • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Telephone: (225) 926-0246 • Facsimile: (225) 925-8022
Toll Free: 888-700-6174

Websites: www.newhopebr.com

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

Bishop Ernest Mills
& Evangelist Yvonne Mills

Advertise Your Church 
Services In The Weekly Press 

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D.

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway – Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 -    Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor
Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

Sunday School ................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ...........................................................  10:55 a.m.
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship .......  2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study .................................Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Ministry  ..................................................... Tues 6:00 p.m.

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor        

Hour of Power  .............................................12 Noon Each Wednesday
Sunday School ........................................................................... 8:00am
Church Service  .......................................................................... 9:00am
Communion Service  ............................................. 2nd Sunday 9:00am
Bible Study Wednesday  ............................................................7:00pm
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting .....................................................  6:00pm

NEW BIRTH
FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HOUR OF
POWER

Every Sunday 
at 9:30 A.M.

Every Friday 
at 12 NOON

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

HOLY
COMMUNION

Every Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every 3rd Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Church directory ads starting at $10 per 
week call us for details 225.775.2002

DISCIPLES OUTREACH 
2032 Gore Rd, • Baton Rouge, LA 70807 
Sunday Service .............................. 9:00 am
Sunday School ............................... 8:00 am
Bible Studay .........................Mon.7:00 pm
Saturday Sabbath  .................Sat. 11:00 am

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

M I N I S T R Y

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

Kingdom Life Family Center

8894 AIRLINE HWY. BATON ROUGE, LA 70815

BISHOP DESIGNATE DOROTHY DANIEL
SENIOR PASTOR

Sundays at 10am

Wednesday Inspirational

Service 7pm

www.kingdomlifebr.com

Youth ministry every Sunday and Wednesday
Women's Ministry 2nd Saturday's

982 N 46th St, Baton Rouge, La. 70802

         PASTOR DONALD A. MONTGOMERY

New Jerusalem 
Faith Fellowship
We believe the Bible to be the inspired and only infallible writ-
ten Word of God. We believe that there is One God, eternally 
existent in Three Persons; God the Father, God the Son and 
God the Holy Spirit.

n Oasis Christian Church:
Bishop Charles E. Wallace 
Sunday Morning 8:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Bible Study 
7:00 P.M.
https: / / l ivestream.com/ac-
counts/27567249/events/8379840

n Rose Hill Church:
Pastor Danny Donaldson
See website for times
https://www.facebook.com/rose-
hillbatonrouge

n Living Faith Christian Ctr.
Bishop Raymond Johnson
Sunday at 10:00am
 •   YouTube: https://www.

youtube.com/channel/
UCiHSeRaHIS8ewCoFh-
cYHGnQ

 •  Piksel: https://campus.piksel.
com/living-faith-cc
 •   Facebook: https://www.face-

book.com/LivingFaithChris-
tianCenterBR/

n Mt. Carmel Baptist Church
Rev., Dr. Andra Johnson
Sunday at 9:30am
https://www.mtcarmelbtr.com/?fbc-
lid=IwAR2yeejE375iY6MvJarHB
FFsg9uWpJc1ExzVVjZNlhUvs5f-
C3OAiyTGow2k

Streaming 
LIVE Churches

On Eagle Wings Ministries
1746 Scenic Hwy 

Baton Rouge La.70802

Service times 9:30a.m Every Sunday

Inspirational message: 
Daily via Facebook Live:J. L. DeCuir

Look up an live because 
God is on your sideBishop & First Lady 

J. L. DeCuir

By Creflo Dollar 

Sometimes children who 
need protection from bullies find it 
by forming an alliance with some-
one stronger and more powerful 
than them. This gives them the 
security and the peace of mind 
knowing that if trouble comes their 
way, they can depend on that stron-
ger person for safety. As adults, 
we face similar situations from 
time to time, only the stakes are 
higher. When scary things in life 
threaten us, we can always find 
supernatural protection in a God 
who loves us.

Trouble can come in many 
forms, but we always come out 
victorious when we depend on 
God. In the Old Testament, a 
young shepherd boy named David 
trusted God to take care of Goli-
ath, a bully who made the Israelite 
soldiers cower in fear (1 Samuel 
17:1-51). David made a name for 
himself after he slew the giant who 
threatened the children of Israel, 
but he was smart enough to realize 
that God was ultimately respon-
sible for his victory. He had the 
wisdom to realize that no matter 
how big the problem looks, God 
is bigger.

David most likely felt some 
fear when he saw and heard this 
giant, but his faith was strong 
enough to propel him forward. He 
refused to give up or back down, 
even when others much bigger 
and stronger than him fled. We 
can have the same victory over 

the goliaths in our lives when we 
acknowledge and believe God’s 
promise of deliverance for those 
who trust Him. “And call upon 
me in the day of trouble: I will 
deliver thee, and thou shalt glo-
rify me” (Psalm 50:15). This is a 
straightforward promise that we 
can always count on in any situa-
tion. We simply have to remember 
to call on Him.

There are no guarantees in 
life; things can go well one day 
and downhill the next day. Like 
David, we’re wise when we real-
ize we need an ally bigger than 
us. This ally is the Rock Himself, 
who stands ready to help. “The 
LORD is my rock, and my for-
tress, and my deliverer; my God, 
my strength, in whom I will trust; 
my buckler, and the horn of my 

salvation, and my high tower” 
(Psalm 18:2).

There will always be situa-
tions we can’t handle on our own, 
and issues we have no control over. 
Even if we’re not facing threats 
from others at the moment, the 
news media is great at frighten-
ing others by reporting everything 
bad happening in the world. If we 
get caught up in something evil, 
we can call out to God for help 
with the full assurance that He 
always keeps His promise. “The 
righteous cry out, and the LORD 
hears, And delivers them out of 
all their troubles” (Psalm 34:17, 
NKJV). When we trust God more 
than ourselves, He’ll honor that 
trust; He’ll never let us down when 
we need Him.

If we get too involved in 
what’s going on around us, we 
can lose our focus on the only one 
who can help us when we get in 
trouble. Depending on our own 
strength or knowledge to keep 
us safe won’t get us very far, but 
God shields those who run to 
Him for protection. “The name 
of the LORD is a strong tower: 
the righteous runneth into it, and 
is safe” (Proverbs 18:10). God is 
greater than any tower built from 
solid rock. His strength can’t be 
overcome.

To learn more about how 
God’s supernatural protection 
overcomes fear, click on the link 
below for the CD series and book, 
Never Be Afraid Again.

SUPERNATURAL PROTECTION

Creflo Dollar

DALLAS -- In the wake of 
the recent killing of George Floyd 
by a Minneapolis police officer, 
global spiritual leader and elder 
statesman Bishop T.D. Jakes is 
calling for a national conversation 
on policing and race to be im-
mediately followed by an action 
plan for police reform.

In a pointed opinion piece 
published on FoxNews.com, 
Jakes says now is the time to put 
in place a response with buy-in 
from community leaders, clergy, 
police unions, the U.S. Justice 
Department and elected officials.

The plan must address long-
standing issues like the imple-
mentation of de-escalation train-
ing and the lack of standardized 
hiring practices for the nation's 
18,000 police departments. It 
must also include tough measures 
such as cutting or eliminating 
funding for recalcitrant police 
departments.

"The ongoing demonstra-
tions around the nation offer 
a glimpse into what the future 
looks like if nothing is done," 
Jakes writes.

"Doing nothing will destroy 
our society," adds Jakes, pastor of 
the 30,000-member The Potter's 
House located in Dallas. "Mutual 
antipathy between police and the 
black community further exacer-
bates racial tensions in the coun-
try at large. It generates outrage 
not only domestically but also in-

ternationally, making a mockery 
of our professed commitment to 
stated ideals of liberty and justice. 
Further, it gives comfort to our 
enemies abroad who are eagerly 
awaiting opportunities to exploit 
our nation's biggest Achilles heel: 
racial strife."

Jakes says Christians have 
a moral imperative to take ac-
tion instead of doing nothing. 
He quotes the words from the 
prophet Isaiah: "Learn to do 
good: seek justice, correct op-
pression."

Bishop T.D. Jakes Pushes for 
Action Plan on Police Reform

Bishop T.D. Jakes
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BUSINESS

JOIN THE NEW BATON ROUGE 

Weekly Press
The Bator Rouge Weekly Press is Baton 
Rouge’s oldest and number one source for 
African Americans in Baton Rouge, Baker, 
Central and surrounding areas.

The BR Weekly Press is currently look-
ing for Freelance Writers, Photographers,  
Videographers, Writers, Bloggers and So-
cial Media Professionals.

For more information or to submit your re-
sume’ call us at 225-775-2002 or email us 
at https://www.brweeklypress.com/hiring

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

FIND IT 
ALL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS

CALL

The 
Weekly 
Press

225.775.2002

PUBLIC NOTICE
Request for Proposals

Microtransit Pilot Program
Solicitation #2020-Microtransit-001

The Capital Area Transit System (CATS), a political subdi-
vision of the State of Louisiana, operating the public transit 
system in EBR Parish is accepting Offers for Microtransit. 
Sealed offers are due to CATS Procurement Department 
by March 11, 2020 at 10:00 AM (local time) at 350 N. Don-
moor, Baton Rouge, LA 70806.  A copy of this RFP can be 
found on CATS website at: https://www.brcats.com/page/
procurement.  Written questions will be accepted through 
February 19, 2020 via email at: catsprocurement@brcats.
com. Offerors are reminded to check CATS website often 
for addenda and other important dates in reference to this 
RFP. CATS is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

The Weekly Press
Place your ad today! (225)775-2002

Sell it in the 
classifieds 

Email: cjw7@att.net
www.cjwdistributors.com

2303 West Highmeadow Ct.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Toll Free: 800-240-9507

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

To Advertise your Business in the Business Directory, 
PLEASE CALL (225) 775-2002 TODAY!

A Guide to Local Businesses Serving the Community

OFFICE 225.772.1876

CONTROLLING PEST OF ALL TYPES: ROACHES • BED BUGS  
ANTS • SPIDERS • FLEAS • RODENTS • BEES • TERMITES

FRANK O's
O V E R  1 8  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E

FRANKOPESTCONTROL@COX.NET

Father’s Day is this Sunday, 
and people here in Louisiana love 
to show their dads how much we 
appreciate them!

The National Retail Federa-
tion predicts spending for Father’s 
Day to reach $17 billion this year, 
with Americans spending an aver-
age of $148.58 per person, based 
on their 2020 survey.

When shopping for Father’s 
Day gifts, the BBB has some tips 
for you:

n  READ THE FINE 
PRINT: Make sure you carefully 
read the information about the item 
you’re buying, and also check the 
return policies.
n GIFT CARDS: Check the 

terms and conditions before you 
purchase a gift card, and check to 
see if there is an expiration date.
n DO YOUR HOME-

WORK: Before ordering a gift, 
check the company’s BBB Busi-
ness Profile at bbb.org.
n CHECK TO SEE 

WHEN YOUR GIFT WILL 
BE DELIVERED: Make sure 
that your package will arrive on 
time for Father’s Day. If you order 
ahead of time, delivery and other 
charges will be less than last-min-
ute or overnight shipping.
n BE DILIGENT WITH 

RENTALS: Be sure you have 
a written contract that includes 
the details such as the base rental 
cost, daily fees, insurance, and time 
restrictions for any equipment. If 
you’re looking at renting an ATV, 
camper, canoe or something else, 
make sure to inspect for any ex-
isting damage before renting the 
equipment.
n ALWAYS HAVE A 

BACK-UP PLAN
n DON’T CLICK ON-

LINE COUPONS: If you see a 
post on social media or receive an 
email with an offer, unless you’re 
sure the source is the real thing, 
don’t click.

 More information: https://
www.bbb.org/article/news-
releases/17917-bbb-tips-for-safe-
fathers-day-shopping

BBB Tip: 
Father’s Day 
Shopping Baton Rouge, LA—The 

Capital Area Transit System 
(CATS) hosted its first Juneteenth 
celebration on Friday, June 19th. 
The event also commemorated 
the 67th anniversary of the Baton 
Rouge bus boycott.

East Baton Rouge Parish 
Mayor-President Sharon Weston 
Broome headlined a group of 
speakers who highlighted the sig-
nificance of both the Juneteenth 
and bus boycotts events.

Mayor Broome was followed 
by Baker Mayor Darnell Waites, 
as well as Southern University 
Law School Professor Chan-
cellor John Pierre, Build Baton 
Rouge President and CEO Chris 
Tyson, Metro Council Member 
District 5 and CATS Board Vice 
President Erika Green, and other 
distinguished guests.

“We are happy to be mark-
ing the anniversary of the 1953 
Baton Rouge bus boycott, that 
ultimately served as a blueprint 
for the Montgomery bus boycott 
and spearheaded the Civil Rights 
movement in the United States,” 
said CATS CEO Bill Deville.  
“Now more than ever, we are 
committed to being a leader in 
diversity and inclusion, and the Ju-
neteenth celebration is a great way 
for us to celebrate this important 
day and to educate others on its 
significance,” Deville continued.

More information about 
CATS can be found by visiting 
www.brcats.com and on Face-
book, Instagram, and Twitter.

CATS CELEBRATES JUNETEENTH 
Commemorates Baton Rouge Bus Boycott

Mary Briscoe (left) and Sandra Ann Jones are escorted by the Rev. T.J. Jemi-
son, local African American leader, after they came out of jail in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana on April 4, 1960 on $1500 bond each on charge of disturbing the 
peace. The two girls had remained in jail with seven other Southern University 
students since last week as a result of lunch counter sit-ins.

many times over and we know 
that she understands our com-
munity’s needs.” W. T. Winfield 
stated, “As a strong woman of 
God, Sharon is exactly the right 
person to lead our city today.”

Joe Delpit played an early 
role in Baton Rouge’s civil rights 
movement. In 1968 he became 
the first black elected to the EBR 
Metro Council (then called the 
City-Parish Council). He served 
in the Louisiana State Legislature 

for 16 years where he became the 
first black member to be elected 
Speaker Pro Tempore. A former 
president of the Baton Rouge 
chapter of the NAACP, Delpit 
is a prominent entrepreneur and 
owner of The Chicken Shack.

W. T. Winfield, a trained 
engineer, served 12 years on 
the Metro Council, four years 
on the East Baton Rouge Port 
Commission, 12 years on the East 
Baton Rouge Planning & Zon-
ing Commission, and two years 
on the East Baton Rouge Parish 
School Board. He is also chair-

man of the Capitol High School 
Alumni Association.

Yvonne Colomb served 
more than fourteen years in the 
Louisiana House, where she was 
elected Speaker Pro Tempore, 
followed by twelve years in the 
Louisiana Senate for District 14. 
For many of those years, Yvonne 
was the sole voice representing 
Baton Rouge during the state 
budgeting process. Oftentimes 
it was her argument alone that 
protected Southern University 
against constant attempts at 
merger and defunding.

LeadeRship from page 3
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WHAT IS JUNETEENTH?
Juneteenth commemorates the effective end 

of slavery in the United States

Juneteenth (short for “June Nineteenth”) marks the day 
when federal troops arrived in Galveston, Texas in 1865 to take 
control of the state and ensure that all enslaved people be freed. 
The troops’ arrival came a full two and a half years after the 
signing of the Emancipation Proclamation. Juneteenth honors 
the end to slavery in the United States and is considered the 
longest-running African American holiday.

Confederate General Robert E. Lee had surrendered at 
Appomattox Court House two months earlier in Virginia, but 
slavery had remained relatively unaffected in Texas—until U.S. 
General Gordon Granger stood on Texas soil and read General 
Orders No. 3: “The people of Texas are informed that, in ac-
cordance with a proclamation from the Executive of the United 
States, all slaves are free.

The Emancipation Proclamation 

The Emancipation Proclamation issued by President Abraham 
Lincoln on January 1, 1863, had established that all enslaved 
people in Confederate states in rebellion against the Union 
“shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free.” 

But in reality, the Emancipation Proclamation didn’t instantly 
free any slaves. The proclamation only applied to places under 
Confederate control and not to slave-holding border states or 
rebel areas already under Union control. However, as Northern 
troops advanced into the Confederate South, many slaves fled 
behind Union lines.

Juneteenth and Slavery in Texas
In Texas, slavery had continued as the state experienced 

no large-scale fighting or significant presence of Union troops. 
Many slave owners from outside the Lone Star State viewed it 
as a safe haven and had moved there with their slaves.

After the war came to a close in the spring of 1865, General 
Granger’s arrival in Galveston that June signaled freedom for 
Texas’s 250,000 slaves. Although emancipation didn’t happen 
overnight for everyone—in some cases, slave owners withheld 
the information until after harvest season—celebrations broke 
out among newly freed black people, and Juneteenth was born. 
That December, slavery in America was formally abolished with 
the adoption of the 13th Amendment.

The year following 1865, freedmen in Texas organized the 
first of what became the annual celebration of "Jubilee Day" on 
June 19. In the ensuing decades, Juneteenth commemorations 
featured music, barbecues, prayer services and other activities, 
and as black people migrated from Texas to other parts of the 
country the Juneteenth tradition spread. 

In 1979, Texas became the first state to make Juneteenth 
an official holiday. Today, 47 states recognize Juneteenth as a 
state holiday, while efforts to make it a national holiday have 
so far stalled in Congress.

Juneteenth Festivities and Food
A range of activities were provided to entertain the masses, 

many of which continue in tradition today. Rodeos, fishing, 
barbecuing and baseball are just a few of the typical Juneteenth 
activities you may witness today. Juneteenth almost always 
focused on education and self improvement. Thus, often guest 
speakers are brought in and the elders are called upon to recount 
the events of the past. Prayer services were also a major part 
of these celebrations. 

Certain foods became popular and subsequently synonymous 
with Juneteenth celebrations such as strawberry soda-pop. More 
traditional and just as popular was the barbecuing, through which 
Juneteenth participants could share in the spirit and aromas that 
their ancestors - the newly emancipated African Americans, 
would have experienced during their ceremonies. Hence, the 
barbecue pit is often established as the center of attention at 
Juneteenth celebrations.

Food was abundant because everyone prepared a special 
dish. Meats such as lamb, pork and beef which were not available 
everyday were brought on this special occasion. A true June-
teenth celebrations left visitors well satisfied and with enough 
conversation to last until the next.

Dress was also an important element in early Juneteenth 
customs and is often still taken seriously, particularly by the 
direct descendants who can make the connection to this tradi-
tion's roots. During slavery there were laws on the books in many 
areas that prohibited or limited the dressing of the enslaved. 
During the initial days of the emancipation celebrations, there 
are accounts of former slaves tossing their ragged garments into 
the creeks and rivers and adorning themselves with clothing 
taken from the plantations belonging to their former 'masters'.

Juneteenth Celebrations Decline
Economic and cultural forces led to a decline in Juneteenth 

activities and participants beginning in the early 1900’s. Class-
room and textbook education in lieu of traditional home and 
family-taught practices stifled the interest of the youth due to 
less emphasis and detail on the lives of former slaves. Classroom 
textbooks proclaimed Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation of 
January 1, 1863 as the date signaling the ending of slavery - and 
mentioned little or nothing of the impact of General Granger’s 
arrival on June 19th.

The Depression forced many people off the farms and into 
the cities to find work. In these urban environments, employ-
ers were less eager to grant leaves to celebrate this date. Thus, 
unless June 19th fell on a weekend or holiday, there were very 
few participants available. July 4th was already the established 
Independence holiday and a rise in patriotism steered more 
toward this celebration.

After  a  dis t inguished 
twenty-seven (27) year career 
in the military, retiring with the 
esteemed rank of First Sergeant, 
Darnell Waites set his sights on 
applying his skillset to continued 
public service.  Waites married 
April Johnson, who also served 
in the military, and they have four 
children.  Waites has a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in History from 
Ashford University and an Asso-
ciate Degree in Applied Sciences 
from Excelsior College. He also 
graduated from the United States 
Army Sergeants Major Academy.

Waites and his family moved 
to Baker, Louisiana in 2009.  He 
served as a teacher and the high 
school basketball coach for the 
City of Baker School System. 
Waites and his family resumed a 
life in public service as civilians.  
The community could clearly see 
Waites’ passion and zeal for help-
ing students succeed in academics, 
sports, and his ability to lead.

 Former Mayor Harold 
Rideau hired Waites as his Ad-
ministrative Officer in 2013 and 
in April 2016, Waites was elected 
Mayor for the City of Baker.  A 
few months later, the unthinkable 
occurred, the tragic, life-altering 
“Great Flood of 2016”, which dev-
astated East Baton Rouge Parish.  

The Great Flood of 2016 was 
challenging for “seasoned leaders, 
who had spent their entire lives 
preparing for such a monumental 

undertaking. Homes, businesses, 
and infrastructure were decimated. 
The newly elected Mayor of 
Baker, however, was able to use 
his training and experience from 
his years of military service and 
his unwavering lifelong commit-
ment of serving, to forge ahead. 
With the hopes of improving the 
lives of others, Mayor Waites was 
able to move through the heart 
wrenching adversity and the City 
of Baker recovered. 

Mayor Waites and his team 
continue throughout his tenure, the 
battle to improve infrastructure so 
that this scenario never harms the 
citizens of Baker again.  

As he neared the end of his 
first term, he was struck again 
by the unimaginable –the novel 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 

pandemic.  Again, the citizens 
of Baker’s interests are his main 
concern.  An unknown pathogen is 
killing thousands of people world-
wide, where there is no cure and 
experts are trying to learn how 
to manage it.  As a leader, it is 
imperative to protect your com-
munity.  

Mayor Waites stepped up to 
take responsibility for and make 
the hard decisions:  To limit expo-
sure, to limit gatherings, reaching 
out to the community by phone, 
social media, telephone, and email 
to make sure everyone was kept 
informed.  At the same time, he 
was working tirelessly with our 
representatives at the parish, state, 
and federal levels to obtain as-
sistance and acquire the most 
accurate and recent information 
for our community.  

Being able to work through 
these calamities, as well as the 
good times, requires something 
special – the desire to promote 
unity.  During his tenure, he has 
sparked an aggressive theme of 
unity in the city government, civic 
groups, and the faith-based com-
munity.  Mayor Waites believes in 
the importance of diverse view-
points and building coalitions 
that make progress towards a 
cultivated and productive city.  
New business developments and 
church collaboratives that were 
established or that have grown, 
include the Mayor’s Annual Prayer 

Breakfast, the Buffalo Festival, 
and the newly launched Canopy 
of Prayer initiative.  Unity is the 
glue that binds us together, that 
lets us lift each other up and will 
allow us to create greater prosper-
ity for all.  

 Mayor Waites serves on 
many boards, including the EBR 
Parish Communications Board, 
CRPC (Capital Region Planning 
Commission), Technical Advisory 
& Transportation Policy Commit-
tee, Baker Chamber of Commerce, 
Lane Regional Medical Center 
Board of Commissioners, Loui-
siana Municipal Black Mayors 
Caucus, Louisiana Community 
Development Authority, Louisiana 
Municipal Association Executive 
Board and LAMATS Board of Di-
rectors, just to name a few.  Mayor 
Waites is an avid sports fan and 
is a member of the Baker High 
School Booster Club.

 Mayor Waites states the mes-
sage he wants everyone to hear 
is that” during floods, hurricanes 
and pandemics, he has never lost 
sight of the things that matter the 
most to the community and has 
preserved to protect and serve the 
citizens of the City of Baker.” “ 
I am and will continue to strive 
to plan for and make necessary 
improvements that will ensure a 
healthy and prosperous future for 
everyone. I hope you are as excited 
as I am to continue to move Baker 
forward.”

Darnell Waites: A Mayor Who Weathered the Storm

On July 11, 2020, a special 
election will held to fill an un-
expired term in Division M of 
the 19th Judicial District Court. 
Early voting: June 20, 2020 -July 
4, 2020. This seat was formally 
held by Judge Beau Higginbo-
tham who elected to run in the 
southeastern portion of the parish 
to fill the vacancy created upon 
Judge Lou Daniels’ retirement. 
This was a lateral move and Judge 
Higginbotham remains a judge. 
He ousted challenger Joe Prokof 
on October 12, 2019.

About Me:
A servant of Christ: I am a 

member of Greater Mount Car-
mel Baptist Church and a faithful 
servant of the Lord who utilizes 
biblical principles as the frame-
work for my life. At a young age, it 
was instilled in me that we have a 
great burden and responsibility to 
help our fellow man and to whom 
much is given, much is required.

A Devoted Wife and Mother: 
Married to Internal Medicine Phy-
sician, Dr. Jonathan Roberts, MD, 
graduate of LSU Lab School, 
Southern University, LSU Medi-
cal School, Tulane University and 
Emory University. Also mother to 
one daughter, Tiffany-Elle, age 
10. She loves drawing, sketching 
and painting. 

Our family focuses on serv-
ing God and using our blessings 

to bless the lives of others. We 
also spend family time enjoying 
SU, LSU and Saints football, 
maintaining healthy lifestyles, 
and traveling. My husband and I, 
currently co-host a weekly radio 
show, “Medical Minutes with Dr. 
Roberts” on WTQT 106.1 FM. 
He and myself (in the capacity 
of a registered nurse) discuss 
health related topics that have a 
significant impact on Louisiana 
citizens, with an emphasis on 
acute and chronic conditions 
affecting the African American 
community.

Military: 
I served in the U.S. Army for 

over 13 years and had the unique 
ability to experience basic training 

twice; first as an enlisted soldier 
and later as a Nurse Corp Officer. I 
am honored to have been commis-
sioned directly from the President 
of the U.S. My awards include: 
the Meritorious Service Medal, 
Army Commendation Medals, 
Army Achievement Medals, and 
many others.

Education and Legal Career: 
I earned a Bachelors of Sci-

ence degree in Nursing (2001) and 
has worked in an array of settings 
such as: staff clinician, agency, 
travel and Army Nurse.

Later, I attended Southern 
University Law Center full time 
while contemporaneously working 
as a RN in Hammond and serving 
in the 4010th U.S. Army Hospital 
in New Orleans. I earned a Juris 
Doctorate in 2005, in the brink of 
Hurricane Katrina where I served 
as a volunteer disaster recovery 
nurse. During this timeframe, I 
also taught medical assistant stu-
dents basic human anatomy and 
physiology.

I opened a full service law 
office practice in 2006 and since 
that time have handled hundreds 
of criminal, civil, probate and fam-
ily cases.

Division M presides as a 
criminal court. I have garnered 
knowledge, skill and training 
through the representation of de-
fendants within the jurisdiction 

of this court by litigating major 
felonies such as: second degree 
murder, aggravated battery, sec-
ond degree battery, armed robbery, 
home invasion, attempted first 
degree murder, drug possession 
and distribution, and the list goes 
on. I have spent my entire legal 
career helping the less fortunate in 
South Louisiana navigate through 
the judicial system.

In 2008, I was scholarship 
recipient of the highly esteemed 
National Criminal Defense Col-
lege for trial lawyers. The pro-
gram’s mission is to promote 
justice by delivering the highest 
standard of trial skills training to 
criminal defense attorneys across 
the U.S., to ensure that people ac-
cused of crimes are represented 
by client-centered, trial-focused, 
and zealous counsel.

I was empowered to trans-
form the criminal legal system to 
ensure due process of law, effec-
tive assistance of counsel, freedom 
from unreasonable searches and 
seizures, and equal protection of 
law for all people.

I am no stranger to hard 
work and am ready to serve our 
community as your next Judge of 
Division M of the 19th Judicial 
District Court.

Tiffany Foxworth For Judge 2020

n Early Voting: June 20 – 
July 4

August 15 Municipal/Gen-
eral
n  Deadline to Register to 

Vote by Mail/in Person – July 15
n Deadline to Register to 

Vote Online – July 25
n Deadline to Request Mail 

Ballot – 4:30 p.m. on August 11
n Early Voting: July 25 – 

August 8
 More information on the 

emergency election plan can 
be found at this link:

https://www.sos.la.gov/Ou-
rOffice/PublishedDocuments/
Revised%20Emergency%20
Election%20Plan%20for%20
PPP%20and%20Mun%20Gen-
eral%20Rev.%204-20.pdf

The form to request a mail 
in ballot can be found at this 
link:

https://www.sos.la.gov/Ou-
rOffice/PublishedDocuments/
COVID-19%20VR2%20Absen-
tee%20by%20Mail%20Appli-
cation%20(Rev.%204-20)%20
Ver.%201.pdf

And, more dates and dead-
lines are available at this link:

https://www.sos.la.gov/Ou-
rOffice/PublishedDocuments/

to help ensure that all children 
meet state academic standards.

Community Development 
Block Grants Entitlement Pro-
gram, which provides annual 
grants to cities and counties 
with sufficient populations 
(over 50,000 for cities and over 
200,000 for counties) to help 
provide decent housing and suit-
able living conditions, and to 
expand economic opportunities, 
primarily for people with low 
and moderate income.

Workforce Innovation 
Opportunity Act Programs for 

Dislocated Workers, Adults, and 
Youths, which provide finan-
cial support for employment 
and training services including 
job searching, career counsel-
ing, placement assistance, and 
relocation assistance for

The 2020 Census is avail-
able online at My2020Census.
Gov.  You can also call 1-844-
330-2020 to get more informa-
tion or request a form by mail. 
It will be easy, safe, and con-
fidential. 

Due to COVID-19, the 
self-response dates have been 
extended. The 2020 Census non-
response follow-up will begin 
August and end October 31st.

options from page 1 Census from page 1
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